DS 


"Y S245 


* 5 


1 DISCOURSE? 


FAITH 


IN TWO 


POINTS: 


V I Z. 


I. How Faith comes by Hearing, 
IT. How we are Juftified by Fairhs 


— c ___ cc 


_ 
"N 
- a Ma” 
”-” Ll. 3.4 od Zh 4d 
 * «- S 4 
j % o I” 0 


rIro  __ — "OO —— 


By Thormas Cole Miniſter of the a 


LOND 0 N, 


over Sr the Scary, 6 T 


44 - 4+ 


= 


Printed for Thomas Cockerill, at the Three Legs 


F 


”V, 
” mir TOs 
-* . 


TT ''CEETT, 


24 C 

= _ 
>» KC. 
> —— þ4 , C 
”? d we Pn "1 'Y bo "a> k 4 4 ” 
<> $1090 24. — ; m * oe 2 8 : 
IO IISTELS : > $4 3% - 4. 4 ak ht 
, , I — PN ; C7 = S605 "LF 
, EIE IL V "ES Y a Re 
Y - 


bt :» Sh rant 


DISCOURSE: 


OF ye 


|S ROM. 10. r7. 


 . Sothen, Faith cometh by bearing, and 
- bearing by the word of God. 


AE Apoſtle rowards the cloſe .of 

the Ninth Chapter ſpeaking of a 
rwofold Righteouftieſs,- of Wotks 

and of Faith, tells us that the Gentiles | 
did attain ro the Righteoaſneſs of Faith, Mg 
bat the Jews did not attaln' to the Righ- ; 
teonſne(s. of Works, which they fo mich 
truſted in; for they being ignorant of Gods 
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* Righteouſneſs, arid going about to' eſtabliſh 
' _ their owin, have not ſubmtinted rheniſetuds to 
n the Righteoilfneſs of Grd,Rom.” 1.4! Hetice 
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" A Diſcourſe of Faith. 
the Apoſtle takes'an occaſion to compare 
the Righteouſneſs of the Law, with-that 
of Faith 3 calling one our own Righteouſ- 
neſs, the other the Righteouſheſs of God, 
which the Law do's tacitly point to, pro- 
mifing Lifeto perfet Obedience, this not 
being found'in any mere Man fince the 
Fall, we are directed to ſeek it in Chriſt, 
who is the end of the Law to every one 
who believes, ver. 4. be brings in eMoſes, 
verſe the 5th, deſcribing the 'Righteouſ- 

{ which is of the Law,/ that the mar 


which doth thoſe things *ſhall live by thenr. 


Sach doers of the Law we are not, there- 
fore can look for nothing but Death by 
—_— 

... Verſe 6th. He —_ in the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Faith by. a 'Proſopopeia, ſpeaking 
it ſelf to an afrighted dejected (inner, who 
is alfo brought in muſling upon his wretch- 
ed Condition, full of ſad thoughts, ſaying 
oyermany diſmal tF::gs to himſelf in his 
own -Heart about his Eternal State, how 
ſhall I get to Heaven, . how ſhall I 
eſcape Hell, how ſhall I dwell with ever- 
laſting Burnings which I ſee no way to a- 


void by Law, the righteouſheſs of Faith 


meets this convinced Sinner, in this great 
diſtreſs of Conſcience,communes with him, 


” 
CY . 


diſcourſes of Chriſt to him, minds him Ld | 


| 
| 


- 4 Dijonrſe of Faith. _ 
his Reſurrection from, the/ dead, and 
Afcenfion idro "Heaven, you ſeem (lays 
the Righteouſiels of Faith?) to'deny both 
in talking at this rate, -your way to Hea- 
ven is plain, 'Chriſt is aſcended, you ſhall 
as ſurely go to Heaven, it you believe's 
Chriſt is gone before you; asfarely elcaf 

Hell and ' overcome Death, as Chriſt i 


riſen from the dead, and the only wa! t0 | 


get an Intereft in Chriſt is to attend 46 
the word of Faith that is - preached, ver. 
$. when once'that prevails and brings you 
to confeſs with your mouth the Lord” Je- 
ſus and believe in your' heart ' that God 
hath raifed him from the dead, you 

be ſaved ver. 9. this proved out of If. 
28. 16. Whoſoever believes 'on him ſhall-net 
be aſhamed, whether Jew or Gentile, ver. 17, 
12. andÞbecauſe Prayer -is the principal 
part of that ofitward Confeffion made 
with the Mouth; and the beft indication 
of Faith mrheHeart, he-concludes ver. x 3. 
Whoſoever ſhall call upon "the name of t 
Lord ſhall be Javed. Whence Obſerve 3" 


Obſerv; The cliefeſt thing we ſhould wow 
27. have an In- 


pray Jor,, * 3 y Z 
tereſt in_ Chrift and his ig 
ae Irizg fo be found it bin, Cc, g x; 
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Ing jt is not a Ry & that e 
one by. us, 10 Ex ' with ha 
wn handybu prepared for y Fncgher, 
ypromuſed Bd given to a7 6. ore it 
wuſt be askt,ir mult be carneſtlypray'd for, 
we muſt beg hard of God to LMpNte it 0 
Þ$, 2-13. the Law pr propoynds the work of 
Righteouſacls, to. be by.us na Gor 
ſpcl (Rome..5. 17:) propounds the Gift of 
1ghteouſneſs.to ay pray'd for and thank- 
received,v.14.there can he no-Prayer 
= Faith, no Faith without Hearing, 


Tem without a Preacher, G no Prea+ 
| 
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s unleſs they. be ſcnt,from. all which he 
ws this Conglufion, VIE. chit the next 
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wprds hadia ſheca) Accentin the Earsand 

ts of thoſerhat heard then, Gag gave 

a gal rh y tothe word of his Grace, 


Fn 6 ear came upon Every Sou}, As 
Of: -* 43+ 
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| 4+ Diſcawſe of Faith. 
2. 43- Thoſe who were not avingly 
wrought upon, were greatly aſtoniſhed 
at the Doftrine of the Goſpel z 'tis others+ 
wiſe now, how little of this aſtoniſhment 
does appear in our Aſſemblies, where is 
this fear that came'upon every Soul, 'twas 
ſhort of Faith, yet I am perſwaded when 
Faith comes in ſome open eminent Con- 
verſion, that the whole Aſſembly is uſually 
ſtruck with ſome preſent fear, the Word 
comes like a mighty ruſhing Wind into 
the Congregation, ſhakes all, when 'tis a» 
bout to Convert one 3 ſomething like 
this may be obſerved in the As of the 
Apoſtles, and other paſſages in the New 
Teſtament, it is fit that Grace ſhould be 
ſolemnly attended when it goes forth: to 
the publick Converſion though but of one 
Soul: If God intend the compng of Faith 
- Intoany of your hearts this day, hel come 
along with his Work, he will prepare the 
way, hel bleſs your hearing, and ſpeak 
ſamething inwardly to you from himſelf 
that ſhall incline your hearts to believe 
the Goſpel , though God ſpeaks by the 
Miniſtry of man, yet his voice is diſtin 
from ours, and begins where that ends, 
carrying the Word from he Ear to the 
Heart, there leaying it under thaſe mix- 
tures of Faith that make it work cffetuy 
ntl "1" < ally 


A Diſcourſe of Falth:- * 
y. Hear befeech you with diligence 
eaſt you obſtru& the coming of Faith by 
not attending to what ſhall be ſpoken to 
yow' 1n the name of th#Lord. So zhep 
frith cometh by hearing, &c. 


DoR. Hearing the Word of God Preach- 
ed to wr, is the ordinary means of be- 
getting faith in ws. | | 


Firſt, What are we in a more ſpecial 
manner to underſtand by Faith here in 
the Text. | | 

\ The \general Obje&t of Faith is the 
whole Dodrine of God laid down in the 
Seriptures 3 the ſpecial objett- of Saving 
Faith, is the Free-promiſe of Grace in 
Chriſt Jeſus, this ſupports the former, we 
mult believe the Divine Narrative of the 
whole Will of God revealed in the Bible, 
before we can pitch our Faith in any fait- 
able a&ings upon any part of it, '*tis one 
thing to aſſent to the Trath of the Word 
in General, a further and indeed another 
thing to apply the Promiſes 3- he believes 
a Promiſe who dos fiducially rely upon it, 
this is properly Truſting ;- we believe 


ſomething in reference to our ſelyes, hv- 


10g ina comfortable Hope and ExpeQation 
pf it, reſpefting not only the Fruth of 
Pi. _y a” 


A Diſcourſe of Faith. 
the thing, but alſo the Goodneſs" of it in 
reference to our felyes under that poſh- 
bility, probability or certainty of obtaining 
it, which our Faith, according to its va- 
rious Degreesmay repreſent unto us, Faith 
in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for juſtifi- 
cation is here principally intended. 


Secondly, Why muſt this Faith come 
by hearing. Hearing is alwayes antece- 
dent to Faith, though Faith be not al- 
ways the conſequent of Hearing, ver. 16. 
18. all Hearers are not believers, though 
all Believers are firſt Hearers, - 

I ſhall evince the neceffity of Hearin 
1n order to Faith, from theſe following 
grounds ; 


I. Hearing is Senſus Diſcipline,the Senfe 
by which all Knowledge is let into the 
Soul. There js a two-fold Knowled 
belonging to Faith, one leading to it, 
other found 1n it, arifing from it, and is 
the ſame with Faith it ſelf. 
The Firſs, is Litteral or Hiſtorical, 'tis 
rather xotitia then cogritio, a notice or 
particular information given us of the 
Contents of the Bible, eſpecially of the 
report which the Goſpel makes of the 
way of Salvation by Chriſt, we muſt: 
PE know | 


F 


Hiſtorical, and is of the Eſſence of Fob 


A Diſeaſe of Faink. 
know what we ere to believe, before we 
cap be ſup! tg belieye any thing ; 
Hew ſoall they believe ip hine of whom t 
have wot heard, and how ſhall they hear with. 
out & Preacher., Words arc the -proper 
Qbjeft of this Scale of Hearing, where 
nothing is ſpoken, nothing can be heard, 
the ſound of Words muſt reach the ear, 
hefore the ſenſe.of thoſe Words can enter 
to the Underſtanging. This Hiſtorical 
Knowledge dos not lye in Learning the 
Scriptures by roat, without any Rational 

wiedge. of the Litteral Senſe and 
Meaning of thoſe Propoſitions of Truth 
that are cantained therein, this would be 
only Memory without any Underſtand- 
in}; A Natural Man does not diſ-believe 
the Scripture, becauſe he has not a Rati- 
onal Conception of the: common Notion 


of things ſpoken of there, byt becauſe be 
bas, and finding them fa uncouth, ſo 


ſeemingly contrary to.- Humane Reaſon, 
he rejcCts them as Fooliſhnels, 


- The Secand, Is a Knowledge more than 


all one with it, it is that which we a 


Saving. Knowledge 3 it lies in the Uſe 
and Application of Goſpel Trop to our 
own Souls, when we ſhape our fel 


yestq a 
real 


qi of Fi 


ha RE. _ wy Call of -Gad.- 
ery Goſj * ating 1n a w F 
Duty AT hat the Ward 9 of Oh T7 


There is no.Sayin Knowledg ; f Go: 

be Its bur the Knowledge of Faith, 

and no qther Reaſon for Fairhin in the high; 

nt Miſteries of the Goſpel, but the bars 
Word of God. 


That Faith isKnowledge, I prove thug, 


Becauſe in Scripture, 'cis oppoſe to Folly, 
Blindneſs and Ignorance,. Ads 17. 23, 39. 
Joke 17. 3- Jer, 31+ 34: 16.911 2 


Beſides ic has all the effefts of Knows- 
led e in the Squl, it gaves full ſabe fatiqn 
ro the Mind 9 8 Mar, FARES all dqubts, 
eſtabliſhes the Heart in a full perſwafion 
af-the Toa .the. Ward of God 3 Hu- 


mane Know)edge is liable .t@ many Mi- 
Take F of wal. 


ſtakes bur a TIF. ith a 
d.the Fanh perfeds 4 
ſtanding, becauſe it bringsin vacing bu but 
Joh, ng mans Errors do 
aith,he ma F 10 matte es ts 
uot from his F, Faith, but i ob I there- 


Faith un exing Know- 
Keqgc Ie: Rare 9 E may be 
jo we right ugderſian lyesig an 
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"# Diſcourſe of Faith. 
at of Believing, no demonſtrations of 
Reaſon, do give that Evidence of Truth 
as Faith dos, as 'mans Underſtanding is 
t00 low, to. take in Divine Truths, fo 
Gods Underſtanding is too high, for man 
to comprehend, therefore we are called 
to yield the obedience of. faith to his re- 
vealed Will, God governs man rather by 
giving him the knowledge of his Will, 
then lifting, him up into his own Infinite 
Underſtanding, that is above our Capa- 
city, our Duty lies not in knowing what 
God: knows, but in' doing what God 
commands, "who gives no account of his 
matters to us,only commands us to believe 
his Word, and to look upon that as a ſuf- 
ficient ground and reaſon of our faith, 
when we'hear it preached to,us. . 


Il, Beraiſ God has appointed heating 
the Word, as a neceſlary means of faith, he 
will not immediately ſpeak to our hearts 
by his Spirit, .but bas appointed his Word 
to be ficlt ſpoken to our Ears, and pro- 


mis'd that way to let it down into our 
hearts, thus Faith comes, by Hearing. 


uf,” How ſhould. Hearing of things 
above our Reaſon contribute any thing to 
our believing them ? "One would _ 
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A Diſcourſe of Fab, 
the ofiner we hear them, the more rn 
we ſhould count mY to be, and reje& 
them with greates Indignation, having ſo 
often tried them by the Touchſtone of our 
own reaſon, and pronounced them) unin- 
telligible. 


Anſw. Howe alone will not let in 
theſ& Divine Myſteries into our Under- 
ſtandings, 1a. 6. 9, 10- God muſt in- 
wardly Teach us and reveal them to us 
by his Spirit, before we can belieye them, 
which brings me to the third head, viz. 


II. How faith is wrought by our hear- 
ing the Word. 


is By a ſpecial Appearance of God to 
the Soul, » x” Fe 

2- By opening the Heart, enlig 
the Mind, auch EO radi Will wg 
thorough cloſure qt Chriſt upon Goſpel 
Terms. | 

( 

To theſe two heads may be referred 
all that falls under our diſcerning and ex- 
perience of the work of the Spirit in be- 
getring faith in us. 


LF aith 1 is wrought by a ſpecial appea- 


_ . 
my Rag- roy 
& , 


rance-... 


Ea ADifeowſs of Palth. 
tance of "Gbd, to the Souf; what this ap- 

nee, of God is, how it fiſts ont: of 
he Wotd, it! what minner 'tis 1& into 
the Soul, I ſhalf endeavour to' opttr 'to 
the expetierce of choſe who know What 
it is to hold Communion with' God int 
hearing his Word : there is ſome co-inci- 
* dence m the particulars abov&-mentigned, 
yet not without ſome diftintion, which 1 
leave to your own obſervation, -rhe feb 


of Att or Method there is in handling, &x- * 


perimental points, the better, they come 
with moſt power. to the Cotiſciente” th 
their own ſimplicity, therefore 1 ſhall, in a 
joynt Diſcourſe run the marter' cloſe ro- 
gether, looking ſometimes on 'one fide, 
and ſometimes on t'other, till I have view- 
ed it round, that I may preſent the whole 
Truth to you in fo great and neceffary a 
point, we can have no faving knowledge 
of God but in and by his word; we miſt 
look through that Glaſs upon him, and 
that appearance of God we meet 'with 
there, is the beginning of all Religion, 
the Word never comes with power to 
our Conſciences, till God appear ig it. 


How that is, I am gyoty to (bew. Whillt 
we are hearing his. Word we ſee God 
ſtanding forth, in his own words, declar- 

ing 


o 


| 


 ſafficient, that Abtahar mig 


A Diſedlirſe of Vatth; 
ing himſelf to be the Agithor of it, this 
draws in our atrention, adds that weight 
and authority to the Word, thidt we cati- 
not but receive it as the Word, of God, 
and ſet our Seals to the Truth of it, we 
ſufficient grounds for otr Faith in Ge 
from this nianifeftation of himff to bii 
Souls. = God tage. robe in A- 
braham, Gen. 17. 1. by appearing to 
ſeveral times as God Almighty Td At 
Nit foot doabt 
of any thing that ſach a God ſhould pro- 
wiſe to him, . and thetefote *ris faid "4 
4. 3, that Abraham believed God, beitig 
ly perſwaded that what he had pro- 
miſed he was able to perform, tr. 21, 
Thus God appeared to Samvel tevedtitip 
hinifelf to him by his Word x Sz. 3. 21; 
So' Chriſt — to *Paul by a voice, 
and a Light from Heaven, I am Jeſus, 
AZs g.' there ate ſpiritual appearances of 
God now to gur Souls under the Preach- 
mg of the Goſpel anfwerable.to theſe Vi- 
fions of Old. God lers himſelf down itito 
our Hearts, through the apprehenſions of 
our faith, which frames in our hearts 5 
right image of God anfivetable to that 
CharaQter he gives of himſelf in tie Word, 
he ſhines through the Word in all his 
Glory, wherrhe ſpake of Old: to: the Pa- 


triarchs 


tf 


A Diſcourſe 'of Faith. 
triarchs by an. axticulate voice, the un- 
written word then was accompanied with 
fach convincing figns of his Preſence,that 
y could not but believe it, and fo ts the 
written Word now. as capable of repre- 
enting-God to us, when he has a mind 
to be ſeen by us, as that was. then the 
Letter of the Word is but a Creature, but 
the Truths contained in it are Eternal,and 
do all center in God himſelf, who is the 
Eſſential Word, thus God riſes out of the 
Word, and looks a man in the Face, tells 
him, thus faith the Lord, I am that Lord 
God Almighty who now ſpeaks unto you, 
he leaves no Objection unanſwered,ſhews 
what ſure 'grounds of faith, we. have in 
him, ſhall God ſay and not do ? 'tis im- 
poliible for God to lie, it muſt be fo. as 
God faies, it can't be otherwiſe, Heaven 
and Earth ſhall ſooner paſs away than one 
Tittle of the Word be broken, thus in 
God we praiſe his Word, "PſaL. 56. 4- 10. 
Conſider the Word out of God : twill 


puzzle Men and Angels to make out the 
meaning of it, to think the things ſpoken 
of poſiible or likely tocome to. paſs,but all 
things are-poſiible with God, and to thoſe 
who believe in God, they ſtick at nothing, 
hey are fuaxe Omnipotency knows no di- 
cules, rhe Counſcl of , the Lord-muſt: 


ſtand, 


- 
6. 
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A Diſcow ſe of Faith. 
ſtand, his 9 ſhall topaſs : a 
Soul thas ſtruck with a"ſenſe of Gods 
Preſence yields immediately, I believe 
Lord with all my heart, 'am ready to do 
whatever thou requireſt of me, {0 Pasl: 
Oh that God would ſo manifeſt himſelf to 
every one of your heartsthis day, that he 
would ſhew hunſelf, come up cloſet ro 
you, look you in the face, and ſay, Tam 
Jeſus, you could not withſtand this migh- 
ry preſence of God in Chriſt Jeſus, OTpeak 
Lord, 'tis but thy ſaying «0 each. of us 1 
am Jeſus, and we ſhall af! be made'to 
know the Lord from the lealt to the great- 


eſt, I hope the quickning voice of the Son 


of God, / is: now ſounding in the Ears 6f 
vour Faith, while I am (peaking toyor, 


-and'that you do receive the Word, not 


-a5 the wotd of Man, but as: it is indeed 
the Word of' God,  quick' and- powetfal, 
ſharper than a two-edged Sword in eve-- * 
ry one of your hearts. | 


The knowledge of che Truth as *G&'in 
Jet (Eph. 4.21.) is one thing, and the 
knowledge of the Truth as '&s4n Ink -and 
Paper is another 5 they are the fame 
"Truths, but as they are 19 the Scriptures 
-they lie in'the-<dead Letter, as they arein 
"Ghciſt chey are =__ in their liv? _ 


and principleofrom whence they ſpring, 
meer Scriptural:Knowledge:is but Hiſts+ 
rical, we lgok upon the things-we read 
and hear, Tather as notions than-realities: 
till God fills up:all expreſſions of Scripture 
concerning himſelf, with a ' Divine -Pre- 
ſence anſwerable_thereunto, we: believe 
nothing that is ſaid of him, but ſach a pre- 
ſence of God in his Word, captivates our 
hearts to the belief of it, we muſt believe 
him to be ſuch a God as the Word declares 
him to be; before we ſha]l count all his 
ayihgs true, we muſt fetch ſtrength from 
the-name of God,Fev.2.13-to ſupport our 
Faith in all its atings upon; any part of 
his reyealed will, and we neyer deny any 
Truth plainly revealed but we deny his 
name, Mev. 3, 8. and queſtion his Attri- 
-butes 3 ſome Truths bare' more upon one 
Atxribute, ſome more upon another, but 


* - allare founded in God and in the eflential 


roperties of hisNature,from whence they 
ve their verification and accompliſh- 
ment, ſo that till God appear-and ſhew 
. hinfſelf to the Soul, all that is ſaid to us 
'Gut of the Scriptures in the name of an 
unknown God affects us not, becauſe it 
. wants that which is the ground of its Cre- 
; dibility, no man can fay .that. Jeſus is the 
Lord, but by the Spirit, 1 Cor. 12. 3. be 
ret © cannot 


A Diſcourſe of Faith. 
cannot ſay ſo and think ſo, -he cannot ſay 
ſo and believe what he fays,till the Father 
reveal his Son in him, *Paxl by the Light 
of that Revelation of Chriſt in him, knew 
all Goſpel Myſteries, -and without ſuch an 
inward ſpiritual manifeſtation of God to 
our Souls, giving us a fight of him who 
is inviſible, 'cis impoſhble we ſhould ever 
be throughly convinced of the Divinity 
of the Scriptures, all Divinity ſprings 
from God, leads to him, nay it looks him 
direQly in the Face, and can't be conſi- 
dered apart from him, there is' but: one 
God and one Faith, God muſt be in the 
view of our Faith whenfoever we really 
act 1t. | 


Neither can we have that inward teſti- 
mony. of the- Spirit convincing us of the 
Divine Authorny of the Scriptures, with- 
out this ſpecial Appearance of God in the 
Soul as a witneſs to the Truth of his 
Word, 


While we are hearing the -Word, God 
has inviſible wayes of- acceſs to- our hearts; 
he conveys himſelf through his Truth ro 
our Souls, © his Divinity leads the way; 
without ſome appearance of this, the con-. 
tents of the Word would have -no place 
$99 f B 2 in 


A Diſcourſe of Faith. 
in our hearts, but coming - with ſo 
great a preſence, in ſo great a name, ' 
and with fo ſtrovg an impreflion,' God 
himſelf writing them upon the heart, 
we cannot but receive his Teſtimony, the 
Word comes into our Hearts ſuddenly be- 
fore we are aware, and ſcifes them for 
God, we cannot but think, ſpeak, at 
and judge as God does, the ſenſe of the 
Word is the fenfe of our Souls, fo far as 
the Word is written in our hearts, we read 
it without the leaſt variation, the Copy 
-anſwers the Original : Hence ariſes that 
habitual diſpoſition or inclination to be- 
lieve, God creates this new heart, I ſay 
this infuſed habit or principle of fatth, is 
antecedent to all aGts of faith put forth by 
us, and is in it (elf the fole at of God 
upon us in our firſt Converſion, it is from 
this ſupernatural principle thus infuſed, 
that the natural powers and faculties of 
the Soul of Man, .viz. the Underſtanding 
and the Will, are enabled to take in things 
purely Spiritual and Divine, Nature ne- 
ver acts above its ſphere, thoſe inbred 
common Notions that -are the Standards 
and Meaſures of Natural Truths in all 
their conſequences will _ lead us P 
grant, or admit that which is {ypernatur 

when we do this, "tis always from ſome 


A Diſcourſe of Faith. 


higher Principle ; ' when we ſee men at. 
ing above themſelves, we may conclude 


they are ated by ſomething higher than 
themfelves, which is the Spirit of Chriſt 
dwelling in them. 


This fpecial Appearance of God, with 
thoſe inward effefs of it upon the Soul 
which I have been fpeaking of, may be 
known to Believers, they diſcern it in 
others, AFs 11. 17, 18. and do when 
they give a true reaſon of their faith, ſee 
it in themſelves, that all ſprings from the 
Fathers revealing his Son in them, they 
can give no other reaſon why they bes 
lieve in Jeſus, *tis God that opensthe door 
of Faith and makes it eftectual, As 14.27. 


We are apt to be taken with any ap- 
pearance of Man ina Sermon, this we look 
after, what words of Mans Wifdom, how 
Man acquits himſelf in reaſoning of this or 
that Point. 'Tis true there is ſome kill 
required m Planting, and Watering, but 
all the encreaſe comes from God,' your 
Faith confifts not in the Wifdom of Man 
but in the power of God, if God himſelf 
do not appear as a witneſs, to his own 
Frith, as the great undertaker of all that 


he has promiſed, what we ſay will prevail | 
| IP #3 B 3 hittley .---. 


| 


A Diſcourſe of Faith, 
little, your faith muſt terminate in God 
bimſelf, and in that Ability that is in him 
to perform his word, this was the ground 
of Abrahams faith, Pan! knew him whom 
he believed, 2 77m. x. 12. and fo muſt 
you if eyer you believe to the ſaving of 
your Souls. Did yqu go out of the Con- 
gregation afterevery Sermon you hear un- 
der a fight and ſenſe of this appearance of 
God in his Word, ſpeaking to you from 
Heaven and ſhewing himſelf to your ſouls 
in ſome ſpiritual reſemblance ſuited and 
adapted to that Word you are hearing, 
how could you reje& ſuch a Word, fo 
full of God, ſo exaGtly'correſponding to 
what you ſee in God himſelf, you muſt 
yield and cry out each of you, who am I 
that I ſhould withſtand God ? 

- This is the firſt way that God takes to 
work Faith in us, by our hearing the 
Word Preached to us. 


Secondly, Faith is wrought by open- 
ing the heart, enlightning the mind, and 
perſwading the will to a through cloſure 
with Chriſt upon Goſpel Terms, 


I ſhall now ſhew you how Gad thus 
appearing to us in hearing the Word, 
foes open the heart, enlighten the ond 
| | _ and 


A'Difcourſe of Faith. 
and throughly perſwade the. will, to--a. 
through cloſure with Chralt-upon Goſpel 


Terms. 


' Naturally our hearts are ſbat'up againſt 
the Goſpel,, our Minds are-blinded 2 Cor. 
4+ 4. till God ſhines into.our hearts, /to, 
give the light of the Kowinogn the: 
Glory of God in the face of : Jeſus Chriſt, 
ver. 6. Enlightning the eyes of--our Un- 
derſtandings, Eph. 1. 17, 18s - | 


Queſt, What is this Light of Faith, and 
how does it ditter from -the Light of 
Reaſon ? | | 


Anfw. The Light of Reaſon lies 1n the; 
evidence of the thing it ſelf, as it falls un- 
der a- Humane Underſtanding, - argying 
from the cauſe to the effect, drawing cer- 
tain;concluſions from undeniable premiles, 
granted and acknowledged by all men to 


be Truths in Nature » Upon ſuch Con- 


ceſlions they build all their acquired 
Knowledge, and do put the ſtamp of: - 
Truth upon all fair inferences from thence; 
which they judge agreeable to: thoſe firſt! 
principles and notions of Truth, that paſs 
for currant under that name among Cree 
dulous men,who do but think they know, 

B 4 and 


A Diſconrſe of Faith. 
Md do rather gheb than jadpe *: fo great is 
the eyed all a. Knowledge, 


we have little cauſe to glory in it. 


The light of Faith lies inthe infallible 
eertainty of Divine Teſtimony, faith ſees 
not the cauſes of things in the thrngs them- 
ſelves, but in God alone, to whom all 
things are poſſible, fajth excels all other 
knowledge;in as much as it ſees and knows 
all things in their firſt Cauſe, God, and 
takes hold of them by the very root from 
whence they firſt ſpring, arguing from the 
Veracity of God, to the Fruth of all his 
ſayings, we know that God has ſpoken 
thus and thus, as Joh. g. 29. we know 
the DoQrine- is of God, Joh. 7. 17. and 
that no propheſie of the Scripture is of pri- 
vate Iriterpretation, 2 *Pet. x. 20, 21. un- 
der this conviction we cannot but yield 
the obedience of faith to every word of 
God : I do not deny but experience may 
and does give Believers ſome Evidence 
of the things themſelves, but this belongs 
rather to their after Edification, then! to 
the firſt aQ of Faith in their Converſion, 
by which they cloſe it with Chriſt, upoty 
the credit of @ bare word of promiſe from 
him who cannot he. 


Objed, 


—_— ——————_ LAX 
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A Diſcourſe of Paith. 

OtjeF. Since rheſe ſablime ſupernaturs] 
Miſteries of the Goſpel are ſo much above, 
and ſo ſeemingly contrary tohumane Rea», 
ſor, how comes it to paſs that any may: 
ſhould own them for Traths; © and be 
brought under the power of them. 


Ano. Tis by a Divine Faith, I call it 
Divine becauſe 'tis the work of God that 
we believe his Teftimony, Job. 6, 20s 


®Ppueft, Does not this Operation of God 
upon the Hearts of men in working faith 
in us, offer vioketice to mans: Nature and 


force the Will to confent to that which 


is above the Underſtanding : Or how can 
the efficacy of Gods Grace-in determining 
Mans Will to ſuch a Spiritual Act of Faith 
in Chriſt Jeſusbe conſiſtent with the hber- 
ty of the Will. 


Anfw, Many intricate diſputes there are 
about this Point, managed by fubtil heads, 
not without ſome ſhew and appearance of 
Reaſon, who to ſecure the liberty of 
Mans Will, have detied the efficacy of 
Gods Grace, 'placing the power of believ- 
ing in man himſelf, to avoid the force 
that otherwiſe they think muſt be offered 
to his Will, But to clear the efficacy of 


.46:Ds A #i Rai, 
Gods Grace from this imputation, I ieed 
ſay no more but this, vs, 


That the Grace of God enters the Squl 
of man as a New Nature, and therefore 
carmot put any force; upon him, Nature 
works kindly in all, by Inclination, not by 
Violence a5Nature i is from Generation,ſo 
the new Nature is from Regeneration 
one is the birth of the Fleſh, the other 
of the Spirit; as we are born Men by our 
firſt birth, fo we are born Chriſtians by 
our ſecond birth. Artificial Chriſtians 
are all name, without any living Nature 
anſwerable to it, being not truly born of 
God and thereby made qt of his 
Divine, Nature, 


The breathing in of this new Nature 
into the Soul of man by the Spirit of God, 
is that new Creation ſpoken of in the Go- 
ſpel, ris the firſt Aft of God in our Con- 
verſion, tis ſolely the Act of God, with- 
out- any concarrence of ours, we haye 
only a paſlive obediential power to. re- 
ceive the impreſſion ! 'Tis God'that makes 
it, upon this ſupernatural Principle "are 
grounded all after proceedings in bring- 
1ag the Soul forward to an actual cloſure 
with Chriſt, all _ natural powers and 

facul- 
\ 


A Diſcourſe of Faith. 
faculties of the Soul are gathergd into this 
ſupernatural Principle, do a&_ tiader it, 
are. moved by it, and direQed in all their 
free motionsto a ſupernatural end, which 
they could: not of themſelves tend unto ; 
and let it not ſeem incredible to us that 
God ſhould do this, he can do no evi] 
from the perfeQjon of his Nature, and for 


the ſame reaſon all good muſt needs be . 


in the power of his hand, the greateſt 
good that can be done to fallen Man, is 
thus to re(tore him. In this new Nature 
are wrapped up the ſeeds of all Grace, 
which by the efficacy of the Spirit, are 
drawn out into a@, with the free conſent 
of Mans Will : Should Gad determine the 
Will of Man to a good a& whilſt it is in a 
bad ſtate and under a corrupt nature, this 
would imply force and violence, but to 
lead out a man according to his new Na- 
ture, 1s not to put a force upon him. If 
Sin had that efficacy upon Man in his per- 
fe ſtate, to encline his Will to Evil, why 
ſhould not Grace have the like efficacy up- 
on Man fallen to encline his Will to-good. 
Though an inclination to Evil in Man 
ſtanding was poſlible from the liberty of 
his Will in which he was created, yet ſuch 
an atual inclination was inconſiſtent with 


his perfect ſtate, and left ſuch an inherent 


crook- 


- 


A Diſcourſe of Faith. 
crookednels in* his perverted Nature that 
nothing bat _ can reCtifie and make 
ſtreighe again. What is a principle of 
Grace, but hiberty to Good reſtored to 
falken man, from whence an actual incli- 
nation to chooſe what is good do's follow 
of courſe, when God calls and excites 
him thereunto, here is no force put upon 
mans Will, it as freely m the choice of 
good, and it cannot be otherwiſe, fince 
Grace enters as a new Nature, ingene- 
rating a powerful Principle of Holinefs 
in the Soul, that do's incline a man freely 
to comply which the efficacious grace- of 
God exciting him to thoſe aQts of Holinefs 
fo agreeable to the Nature of the new 
Creature, as Sin reigns unto Death, -fo 
Grace will reign through Righteovfneſs 
unto Eternal Life, ome. 5. 21. Shall not 
he that raiſes the dead be able to quicken 
a dead Soul, but we are more fenfible of 
that power that God puts forth upon the 
bodies of Men, then of that which he puts 
forth upon their Souls, that you may know 
that the Son of man hath power to forgive 
fns, Take np thy bed and walk, Mat. 9.6. 
This you all fee, but the attings of my 
ſaving power upon the ſonls of men, that 
power that works within, ( Eph. 3. 20.) 
you ſee not 3. let this that youſee convince 

| you 


- 


4 Diſcourſe of Faith, 
you of that which you ſe'not, and ne- 
yer diſpute my power more t@ forgive 
fin, I can heal the diſeaſes of the Soul! as 
well as thoſe of rhe Body;. the power 
that God | has to forgive fin 4s- the 
great prerogative of God, balapging 40 
the ſoveraignty of his grace. God walks 
invilibly tharow- the World, doing his 
mighty works of: Grace, he tauches ſome 
mens hearts, not others 3 he draws ſome 
and not others, by the ſweet yet irreliſter 
ble force of his Grace; we {ee nothing bur 
man, mans Will, mans Choice, mans AG, 
and therefore conclude all js by mans own 
power, becauſe we 'ſce not the. wheel 
within the wheel, the Spirit of God -(et- 
ting the whole foul in motion cowards 
Chriſt : This arcamm. Jebove,. this ſecret 
of the Lord is with them chat fear bim, 
P/al. 25. 14+ The way of the Spirit of. 
God in the hearts.of men is diſcerned by 
few, 'tis a very/bard matter to underſtand 
how God: works in us 40 will and to de, 
becauſe we find it to be our own at to 
þelieve, repent and -turn. to God, we 
aſcribe all ro our ſelves as if Qur own arm 
had ſaved us « 'The truth &s, God in all _ 
thie efficacious operations of his:grace up» © 
an-abe heaps of men, loves to conceal 
Himſelf, he will not be (cen by a 
As pt 


.. 
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do what heid6% iri arid' for his Saints, #0 
noiſe in the fireets, Matth; "12/19. The 
Fngcon ofOnt comes not with obſervation, 

17. 20/ 2r- - Allis done 'within 
ſeretly arid filently, non are privy to this 
heart-work, 'but they that feel "it, ! this 'is 
the hiding of his power from the obſerva- 
tion of- thoſe whom) he never'intends to 
work upon; © and -for the hardening..of 
their hearts, that they may {till retain an 
opinion of their own ability” 'to do that 
which they ſee others fo freely _ wil- 
ingly addicting themſelves unto : Thongh 
wry a wr ſtumbling tomany, The 
boaſt of a ſuppoſed power and freedom 
of will to believe and repent when'they 
pleaſe, yet ſuch in whoſe hearts God has 
wrought theſe mighty works of his grace; 
they ſee and feel the weight of his Arm re- 
vealed upoty their ſouls, they know it is 
Gods doing,that adivine power has touch- 
w_ —_ and carried thetn'out to all 

ats of Faith” thar-the forth; 

they openly ackowledgs th Fd 
10. Phil. 4,13. 2 Cor: 3157 Gal.2: 96, 
Not 1 but /&f1 When they feel them- 
ſelves moſt firengthned! by Chrift, that 
are then: molt ſenſible. of their own ſelt- 
inſufficiency: and weaknt6,” 1 can'do all 
' things through Chriſt, yet not ſufficient of 
eb | ous” 


A'Difcop feof Rilth. 

bufſclves toxkiink a hey when I 
; aveak,,» ther: amibiflring; 29Cur's 2; 1.61 
p:would-cmor day>(o, if -uiry did-not 
finda powet-moreithew humane exerting 
it ſelf within them, and ſtrengthniag:ithem 
with might in their inward man, I liye, 
yet not L, but Ghrift-lives in me, till we 
can thus diſtinguiſh between Nature and 
Grace, and ſex: God jnfiyencingour Wills 
in all their free motions to that which is 
gaod, we ſhall yainky. afſumeto:ourflves 
a-pawet that mever:;yet reduced: it: felf £6 
the caſt; reak-aft;-of -Faith; 1n:aty man 
whatever : //qis;cake; ta}king of a power 
to believe, before we come to believe in 


good earneſt; the our ſtrengthi Wils'vs if. 


God do vot-fupport-us,: and dp our un- 
beliefs £ believe, ' belp! my rnbelitfige: dol 
For Patt, his: Ev&zlaſting. Arms underoeath, 
onde r  AIAY 4 oth 
Foy Yjepinttenfweratads bt Rea 
JenoFaith; / :agaialt in keeping up 
Jively hope Raidbn.ig the: Goulcience 
At agonyineed;hnngre we mult nekds/ fig, 
tis the;work;of, Ged that we believe 3 we 
May wonder at! 0ur:4clves. as menoveben 
7. --—<x ;what wye- belicyeragoChii- 
blo ads goyods Not. 21,0990 4158 
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ſidden work, 
{nſe of eel 


when K DOMes It gives ſome 


-tis univerſal tr every | 
= Tp” are become new, though the old 
- EM be not totally caſt out any Where, - % 


left as an occaſional provocation and chal. © +* 
lenge to the Grace of God to at in more 
oppoſition to thoſe motions, of ſin, that 
put a force upon the New Creature, ate 
dire&tly contrary. to the bent: and geninis 
of our renewed Nature ;* till Faith comes 
we are never ſenſible of any ſuch inward 
Conflicts between the fleſh and the Spirit 3 
þ but then the fight begins, the good fight of 
Faith: 'Tis Faith ſtrikes the firſt ſtroke, 
makes the firſt aſſault upon our reignin 
| fin and corruptions, and will never caſe 
contending with them, till it has got afull 
Victory .over them, and throughly mor- 
tified them. 
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But how ſhall we know in the very 
F time of hearing, when Faith comes. 


When the word Works effeQually after 
hearing , it uſually gives ſodie powerful 
touch upon the heart at theme of hear- 
ing ; ſo x Cor. 14. 24, 25. he (peaks there 
of the occaſional Converſion of an Un- 
believer , who came into the Aſſembly , 
where there was Propheſying and Preg- I 
ching , 'tis probable ſome ſuch ' are come 5Y 
in hither to day 3 Oh that God would - 8 
meet with them, that they might be con- 
y vinced and fall —_ upon "ie Faces , 
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"Diſtiorſe of "Faith. 
"Gyd, acknowledping that 
rien dhe a triith; #6 -7 774 37! 
their Hearts were prick'd, y cry outfni 
the midſt bf the'Sermon, Hen ani © Bre- 
thren what" ſbalF'we do 2 We wait fuch' pub- 
lick 'Converfions, 'had we thore of theſe 
New 'Births m 'our vo tionsz we 
ſhould have more of thele (ourt-eries; 
Which would be very awakening to us'aY, 
if God would honour his Orcinances with 
fachviſible ſighs of his preſence, 'as in the 
Prichitive Titnes' the Word was/ preached 
With that power, that it wrought a great 
etebnbn and centikal In the 
whole Aſſembly, there was a''great-im- 
preſſion upon their minds, which had va- 
rioas effefts ; fome blaſphemed, 'and'fome 
believed,  bat'all were moved' and ftirred, 
truck. inwardly, thongh many ſaw not 
the hand rhar'ftruck them 3 'ris otherwiſe 
\Fidw ; heaters are more unconcern'd,” in 
"amore Arowfie frame 3 we can' hardly 
"keep them waking all Sermon titne 3 they 
"Bay, rheſe* were” Extraordinary caſes ,' rot 
s ifphcaie ro bs tiow : I "mtf(t* rell you, 
" Converſions wrought by ordinary means 
- vow, "ate extraordinary things, have ex- 
'rtdordinary *effetts 3 the Light intowhich 
"Weate broliphe," is, *arid* ought to! be, as 
' tnarvellbas in dar Eycs iy If FER in 
FACLIS 
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theirs heretofore ; they; nhgcind natbing 
of this, neither ui nor. after;Converfian, 
would do,well to.makea ſtricter. 
- lato. their-ſtate 3, ſometimes we:hri 
Grace as .Jow as we: can-forthe 
weaK pnes, but we muſt hotumake'n 
of it, to, pleaſe ſome who. would 
flent eafte; Converſion;! and. think: Sago 
Heaven by:the charitable Qpigion' dthers 
have of them ; that great. a. charige as 
Converſion . is, ſhould: make fo, — 
pearance as it doe's in. many. p 

it, is-that- we :ſhoald not (eafily dit, 
Let every. one examine ie bimſdl. . 


on 


Should . God come. upon. any of or 


with a. through, Convittion of Sil; and 
give you a real (ight of Chriſt as your:only 
Saviour, .y0u would not. be able to-con- 
tain . your ſelves .under :this . marvellous 
Light ; 'owill be like Fire.in , your: Bones, 
Fer.20. 9. you'l immediately {pting up as 
the Goaler did, AFs 16: 

he did not confider which for he ſhould 
put foremoſt, . but leaped, up on a ſuddain, 


broke out into a paſfiogate i inquiry after 
the way of Salvation. - 


#] 
. Faith: efpecially at its firſt entrance, 
when it:fixſt comes into'our Hearts? ia]- 
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A Diſcourſe of Faich, 
waics - with a-tbrough-Con- 
vin of our loſt undone Eſtate-;:I don't 
now of thoſe lega) Convictions that 
may'be preparatory to Converlſi- 


=== ofs that faving Evangelical Convi- 
that is of the Eſſence of favingFaith, 
accompanying it, it is the reaſon 


alwayes 
- of Faiths carneſtneſs in its firſt atings up- 


ow'Chriſt, Mafter ſave us, we periſh. 
Jn-the AFs we have ſeveral inſtances 
of Faith: wrought.in the time of hearivg, 


\M@3 10.44. While Peter yet ſpake , the 
- 'HelpGhoſt fell oz all them which beard the 


word: So\ AGs 14. 1. As 18. 8. As 


28. 24. 'Panl perceived Faith in the Crip- 


picby his attentive hearing, A@s 14. 9. 
When Faith does not make this-publick 


' entrance into the Hearts of thoſe who hear 


the word'; as it didin the Primitive times, 
in the 'view and face of the whole Con- 
gregation , and 'tis much to be lamented 


thatit does/not't I fear it portends more 


than'1 am willing to tell you; yet 1 hope 
; Faith may and does come in a more ſilent 


manner into. your Hearts 'at the time of 


22 _— you may know by a ſudden 
t, and erembling that ſezes 


upon the Soul, Lake 4. 33. AGs 13. 12. 
. -Aﬀs 9. 6. When'a diſcovery of the Evil 


rour and hope; ' Grace clothes 


FR 
roger one fav Conviction ia -the _ 
Conſcience of an awakened Sinner,, we, | 


aut cogle be reioay ailed nther hor- 


contrary; patiions at the ſame time , Gi bn 
looks ax Sin,..and;at Chriſt, wy 
one, -and Envrocing we; aſt ope —_ 
be perceiyed 

Heart to, believe the nk 

of Faith is and will be 47h 

of the Soul in and about ary it OW 5 
there is no. putting the word from us, 
when once .we believe. it in, our Hearts : 
Men. may talk of Goſpel-Truths under a 
formal profeſſion of Faith, and not be at- 
feted -with ,them, but the .Word works 
effeQtually, in them that believe. F aith $0u- 
ches the Soul in the moſt ſenfible- part of 
it gathers up the Mind and Thoughts of 
a Man into a cloſe and ferious debate wich 
himſelf, abgut thoſe things hach ke bee 
lieves in reference to bimſelf; bis Heare Wh 
waxes hot within. him; this is the = 
Power and Dominion that Faith "has A 
over. us, being the higheſt princigle-an SE 
Man ; it overcomes all contradig Ins 
from the Fleſb, anſwers all Carnal > 
ions, throughly perſiwades a Man,. | 
ly eſtabliſhes the Heart in the belict of 
eons Truth, fo = we become 1 
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Fi ve COINER: at ith ft ef 


of fo'fl bo on nd 
SF Pant. He) 19 Geo 
- A it Rs Bog ralbe 


tothis; your arc and 

i if and about thit whick 
with your heatts Joo believe coricefrring 
your Et ade | 


Whether you now are, or ever have 
been in ſich a Frattie, God ani your own 
Conftibhiced Lhow Halt ; they artnot tri- 
6rd you befieye, bur matters of that 

r I Fo d- cannot bur” be Eebncer2 
|; it chem, p here is nothing requi- 

red to fite your with a re; h- 
by : and c ougy tiefs about them, but 
olit be >y them 3; yoh can no 
bee þ over” n a&t of Faith, that! 
yoh can ctafe co tHink white you are a&u- 
ally rhinking, or ceafe to move while a&- 
ally ain: An a& of believing is the 
Soul in aQtual motion towards Chriſt, fiy- 
ing for Ti tothe hope rhar is ſer be. 
fore him. ' This is the w of vi: in 
workirig Faith dt che 
ard if you obſerve fuck 4 onewhble He 
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AiDiſcourſe.: of\ Faith, 
the Womb: has: reached:3-be "ors harae 
maſing-upom what he has heard : Suppalk 
one ſandipgin! the} Spiritof[acb at the 
Meet 00:20 an kt 
Out, Whe bath belzened our report, ta,mhoim 
has the arm of the Lord been revealed this 
dey';; how: experimentally would ſach a 
one ſay, L haxe: believed; to me- hath;the 
Atm of the'/Lord; been, revealed 5 follow 
bim further; into his Houſe, into his Cham 
ber on Claſets, behold he prayes, as 'the 
Word brings down the ſenſe of God, into 
the Soul z; ſo Prayer carries up the ſence 
of the Saul, concerning that word, #0 
God above : / Prayer, efpecially juſt after 
Converlien; :is but a Holy enlargememof 
the Heart about GEES gs thay God 
firſt ſpeaks to us, by bis Word;  / will/ay 


 *tix wy people; they ſhall fag, the Lord is my 


In hearing expett no otber reaſon for 
Faith, but the - bare - teſtimony. of. the 
"Ward of God, ſearch the Scriptures whe- 


> . 


ther things are ſo or na; as Minilters' de- 


clare, if you find them fa, charge them up- 
on your Caaſciences as moſt worthy oft all 
acceptatian and-belicf: Religian now:a 
dayes is branched out into ſo many ſpeeu- -: 
lations and ſubtle _ wrapped np 
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4 Biftowſe of Faith. 
in ſach mo __—_— nice di- 
ſtinRjons, t wer and- lhiciry 
of the Goſpel'is aloft loſt, aww. Pro- 
feſſors know not what to . believe 'while 
the Pulpir gives fach an uncertain ſound. 


i There is uct! fo mach Recianal-Knows 


| ledge required to the obedience of Faith 
as 


ome imagine, leave others to dif- 
pute, to produce”  their' Reaſons 'pro 
and cor, do-you quote Scripture and be- 
heve, begging of God to dire& your faith 
ito right 'apprehenſions of hig revealed 
Will, hold faſt there and you are fafe, 
the greateſt Scholars in the World muſt 
cowe down to the plain mans Faith, if 
ever they die in peace, in all Goſpel 
Traths, their conſonancy, not to our Rea- 
fon, -but to the Scriptures is to be regard- 
ed. Mans leaning rather to their own 
underſtanding of the thing, than to their 
faith in the Word, abour that thing, hath 
led theminto Error, into falſe notions of 
Divine" Myſteries. I grant from your 
faith in one Truth you may fetch Reaſons 


. for ſome other Truth depending upon it, 


theſe are Goſpel Reaſons not your own 5 
we don't believe becauſe we know, but 
we know becauſe we believe ; this is a 


pew way of knowitly things, which the 


world... 
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4 Diſcourſe of \ Faith. | 
world is not with; ' becauſe ir 
cannot receive" the ſpirit)of'Teath,- rhe 
-ſpiric of Truth is a ſpirit oÞFaith ; hear» 
ing.the Word iv of : 11ſt to Belies 
vers themſelves, x Fob. 573 3/-:torconfirin 
and ſtrengthen your Faith, :chat you mayi 
be- bailt up furcher-in it; with 
farther matter toat it upon"! * 27 14 

: Let none be diſcouraged thongh never 
ſo ie and:'unlearned; 4 low; 
come to/hear with an 

CS Igs corking fackin thee; 

owe will overcome all 'thefe difficulties, A$ 
weak and fimple and ignorantas any may 
be/ſuppoſed to be, yet be nut difeburaged, 
. you may be made to believe more in ore 
moment, "than the greateK:-Scholars in 

the World car artain'to gy of 

mm many years ndy. 202 


Jt is meltznz db ohe prop tJob.6 45) 
and they ſhall 'be all taught every 
ner therefore that hath heard, = hath 
learned of the. cometh unto' me ; Not 
that any man” hath! feen the. Father. Tis 
not what men you hear, what! Miniſters 
you follow, till God the Father do's fpeak 
powerfully to your hearts by the Miniftry 
of man. It matters not who the man-is, 
rea GhRongy not in the Wiſlom of 


man 


A:Difeuora of Faith, 
man, but in the,power offGod, when'you 
have a praok of- 10g; IN; a0F; 
2: Cor. 131.3," then, hearken, diligently, ill 
aninward: Ward fremthis invi- 
Keacher; you'l aver coma ta Chu. 
Efall the Miniſters in; the World ſhauld 
lay theio heads together, they could never 
bring a finner: $0: Chriſt, till- the Father 
ſpeaks the word and draw him We are 
bue Miniſters 'by whom! you: believe, as 
to:  Iain'3 So ther, 


$1 
i 
vrbs 


96, 76 rem! 
nod 33 Thin Wear fentto 
R—_ that-you may Hear 3 we 
the-Letter ofthe Word to your Ears, the 


it i. his Word, under this Conviction you 
ſee the truth ofthe Word, in the-veracity 
of God, this word of Truth and your 
Souls meeting ſo cloſe, asthey mer re 
i an af of: Faith, ſaindtifies. you 3 "Wn 
ſanctification lies in part _ ors of 
ur underftanding, conſent af 
ous Will, che one is founded in light, 
the other in love, ſo that when anen- 
lightned Underſtanding receives the Truth 
in the love efithe Truth, there is a: firm 


_— 


# Puſopurſe-of-\Fuith. 
Prindple of Holineſs fixeb Am that 'Sout; 
from hiv Unwom ror(Chuiſt thee 


Faith gives: us-yhisis- the ant 
of thiw'Faithy the enW of :whi 
© Sabvation of your eV (01.9 
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rs aſt BER ily go | poaregren Hye 
underſtood; When we: 

of ding the Wof#'v God, 
_ lies at 'the eit#h; aid is 
ready 


+ + ct whe es. either they neg 
aka; oreidghey ralbiogees 
z either they do in a careleſs formal 

pf tyous manner, .pfetend to caſt all 
without any ſerious inqui- 

E the Trochof Grace in themes 
it by\ts Fives; -colibetv+ 
needleſs to be any way 


[to bonvert i Qt own pro- 

ing it _ Owe apart 
0g 

& of this way, - with whom Lhare 

now toda;)do ſtate the matter thus, - | 
They ſay, that Chriſt, is. the merit 

ons. cauſe ,of our Juſtificatiang! havi 5 

his Death. ſatisfied the Law, and diſc br 

ged us from the Gurlp gfe 7 0090 

we agree with them. .. 


a a ts Ni 


| 4 Saſs of Ba. FE 


| They akther, That Chriſtts com. 
pleat Gur Julien hath alſo purchaſ- 
ed:for ws 


we aſſent to.) the performance of which 
according to them, is to be taken in'as a 
part of our Juſtifying ay to and 
this. we deny. 


We ſay the performance: of what is re- 
uired inthe, New, Covenant; is a.good 
Juſtification of the Cauſe, whether it be 

of Faith or of Goad Works,” or of any 
particular thing or' ation, the. fincerity 
and truth of - which may be. in queſtion. 
But we deny that it adds any thing to: the 
Juſtification of the perſon, and therefore 
they ſpeak not ad idex, to the ſame hs 


when they deny Chriſts Lord 
ouſneſs to_be. the ſole Righteou 
juſtifies the Perſgn, there. is m_ 


ther Righteouſneſs a upon ano- 
ther account to: juſtifie or clear up the 


ſincerity of our'F _ and Holineb ; I ſoy 


to clear up this to our ſYves-and -other 
men, which we deny not. For we do 


not admit" any Faith to be. a: 


Faith, but 'upon. good evidenge of ' the 


of it, -neither. do - we, admit any 
X works 


evgth and ability 20" perform . 
the candition -of the new Covenant; ( this 


 Di/avwfe.of Faith. 
works to be good works but upon full 
proof ofthe goodne of Dn_ 


The'Sum ofallis- this we fay,Faith.and 
-obedience'- once - proved to' be .true: and 
pnune, are good evidences. of our-inte- 

reſt :in -Chrift, whoſe imputed 

ouſnels is-the- ſple-and only Righteouſack 
by which our Perſons are univerſally 
juſtified from all rs and blame what- 
ſoever in the ,'and to-fay 0- 
-therwiſe is in Jo! ofa that Chriſt died 
-to juſtifie us, that we -might be juſtified 
withour-him ; -or at» leaſt-not only and 
folely by: him 3. which is highly derogato- 
ry -to-the death of. Chriſt, neither will 
their owning Chriſt to be the. meritorious 
-cauſe of our Juſtification ſalve- the:matter 
. while they do- in-any- ſenſe require \ ano- 
ther - Righteouſheſs:diſtint from- that of 
| Chriſts, for the juſtification--of our Per- 
ſons 4n the ſight of God. 


And having given, you this -brief gc- 
- count of. 'the-matter m1 difference, Lſhall 


--now proceed. 


Lf [The( Point in General: which: Les 20 to 
"ſpeak to-iothis. That though 


arc highlymeceſlary in- a3 
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 HDiſenaſoof Paich. 
yet they.not required inany way of :eau- 
ity 'to the Jaltification of: the:Petſon, 
Or thus,” no/part-6f- our mherenc(Rig 
ouaſheſs' ca be any part of our jultitying 
Righteouſneſs, | 


This I might! prove to-you many ways. 


Firſt, From the ſubject of Juſtification, 
an ungodly*Petfon ; _ a believing' Smner 
flymg in the ſenſe of Sin unto! Jeſus- Chrift 
for' Life and *Pardon. Sin'is that from 
which we are Juſtified, the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt is that for which or by which we 
are Juſtified, A. 13. 39. 


Secondly, Becauſe ' there 'mult |be a 
change of ſtate mm ' Juftification, arid 'by 


ation,before we can derive any ſav- 
1ng Grace from Chriſt to/enable us to the 


leaſt good work. - I-mighthlfo 
Thirdly, Argue from the weakneſs and 


imperſionofall inberene Holineſswhich 


"is notable to-jufttfie it falf,/ much! leſs ithe 
"Perſon. 


Ard*many*Arguments -may'be broughe ; 
{but ore is0 cotitratt this generabto 
3, parcicular *Pomc ,  conecriiing- thei 


credere, 
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A\ Diſcourſe of Faith. 
credere, or the at of believing 3 and I 
ſhall ſhew that that part of our inherent 
Righteouſneſs 'that flows. from our doing 
the Word of God, that is, the Work of 
Faith as done by us in an a& of believin 
15sno part of our juſtifying Righteouſiels 
This is that which ſeems to bave the fai- 
reſt claim to, and intereſt 1n, our Juftifica- 
tion 3 and if this be diſproved, the Argu- 
ment will hold a fortior# againſt all the 
inferiour branches of our inherent Righ- 
teouſneſs; they muſt be. forced to quit 
their claim alſo. 


That which ſeems to intitle Faith to 
ſuch an Intereſt in our Juſtification as is 
pleaded for by ſome, is the phraſe and 


- -manner of expreſſion which the Scripture 
uſes in ſpeaking of Faith, telling us that 
Faith is imputed to us for Righteouſneſs, 


that we are juſtified by Faith 5 that he 
that believes ſhall be ſaved, and the like. 


The queſtion is, in' what ſenſe thefe 
Scriptures are to be underſtood 5 whi- 
ther we are to take up our ſtanding part- 
ly in the at of Faith , and partly in the 


object of Faith, making up a Righteouſ 
neſs, partly from our ſelves, anc party 
from Chriſt, or whether we arc by Fait 


= 


EDifomſe OY . 


) out of ourſelves unto Chriſt for of 
e, ſole-and/-only. juſtifying Rightes 


and ſhall endeavour to make godd;,' and 
thewyou that the Scriptures ailedged do 
not aſcribe out-Juſtification to the Ad 
but wholly to: the Obje& of Faith; hor. 
to our believing,” but to. Chrilt believed 
on; which I prove thus': 


Firſt, From thoſ: Expreſiionsof $crigh 
ture peculiar: to Holy Writ,” by whict? 
che Holy Ghoſt doth of ſet purpoſe lraie 
Faith w its Qbjet , John 6. 47+ Ront. 91 
33- Epheſ-1. 13. w5was «Gini, w, to believe 
m, into," or apon Chriſt, which plainly 
points out this, that F aith is alwayes to be. 
taken in -retation-to' ts! Objet 3" that by 
Faith is -meant Chriſt apprehended: by 
Faith. Life is promiſed,” not ſimply es, 
believing, bat to believing in 3m whom? 
in Chriſt, or nothing. Falth is a relative 
rerm- (as to: its-whole ſenſe and-fignitica- 
rion) to the Objet Chriſt, It muſt be 
Faich'in Chriſt, or Faith in nothings ,Bes 
licving. is a Scripture Phraſe, ſetting forth. 
our leaning upon Chriſt. Faith , as' ou? 
AQ adds nothing to Chriſt; doth” rive 
make his Death ſanisfaQoty 5 if was: Þ ol 
Hf bebbre'; x though; by ar” applic 
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. 4 Diſcourſe of Faith. 
atof Faith itis made {0 to us 5 that is, ws 
do reap the benefits of his Death and fa- 
tisfaQtion z we are not -afiited to Faith, 
but: by. Faith 'we are united- to Chriſt. 
Faith 1s the Medinar nnicns 5, we do not 
truſt in our Faith , but'by Faith we truſt 
10 Chriſt; /all' that Faith Ggnifies is in re- 
lation to Chriſt ;- all that it doth, is in the 
Name of Chriſt ; without Chriſt it figni- 
fies nothing, it doth nothing, it is nothing. 
When we are faid to be. juſtified by the 
Faith of Chriſt, or juſtifed. by Faith in 
Chriſt,Ga/ 2.16. pray muſt the meaning be, 
that we are juſtified by Faith, and Chriſt, 
as fome would have it, giving the priority 
to Faith; and making Chriſt but a remote 
cauſe of our Juſtification, and our inhe- 
refit Righteouſneſs to be the next and im- 

tate cauſe? Were Men more willing 
to cxalt Chriſt, and debaſe themſelves, 
this would be Exgliſh plain enough : 
Faith in Chrift would then ſignifie but one 
Ri 3 it would not be- Faith 
and Chriſt. Let Men have a care how 
they ſpeak unadvyiſedly of Chriſt to the 
ledening and diminution of his Honour : 
God bath ſaid he is our  Righteouſnes 
without any Limitation, without any re- 
iriftion : Now for Men to'fay, ay but not 


——_ 
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A'Difcotr fe of Each, 
teonſhnefs 3 F , tix a bold word thus to 
diſttmgutſh w never —_— m 
_ may gather ont iprtre to/ 
bode hari ; yet finceGod hath not 
thod he fie to dro _ HY 
Sptcfion of Chriſt in in Scripture, T oy 
is a bold word for Men ek _ 
fnay fee how fevere —A, 
God was puniſhed, fr wy wa” 
Cod complains of it, Bah, 7 tz. Wah 
your months ye have boaſtect wif, oft me, R 
have nmltiplyed Jour words G ra 7k 
have heat thens. Wemay f deny” any 
thing of God that implies weakneſs or ith- 
Goh 5 bur co deny that of Chrift 
which tends tothe Exalſtation of his Name 
and riches of his Grace; tet Men diſtin- 
aiſb how they will, it is dangerons meds 
g here : This is a tender point 3 that 
the firſt. | 


- Secondly, If the bare alt of Faith with- 
out any relation ' to the object, juftties; 
then any at of Divine Faith will j 
us as jd ay Faich i = _ {= che = 
rs ſpecified by the ake away 
Objett, ror all At of Faith are a 
equally ifignificant. Bat F proceed. *_ | 


D 2 Thirdly 


be 


A Diſcourſe of. Faith. 

Thirdly, To the third Argument that 
ſhall be drawn from the Nature of Faith, 
which confiſts in receiving. As it is the 
AR of a Believer, it implies doing; but 
properly as an AG of believing ; it con- 
ffs in receiving, and that with an empty 
hand : Now the queſtion is whether by 
this receiving AQ of Faith there do re- 
dound to us a Righteouſneſs of our own, 
diſtint from that which we receive from 
Chriſt? I ay no: We are not juſtified by 
a Righteouſneſs that we do, but by a 
Righteouſneſs thit we receive « Now the 
bare AQ of receiving in a common Natu- 
ral way, is not counted morally meritori- 
ous : A Beggars receiving an Alms, argues 
no merit in the Receiver, but meer Grace 
in the Donor, We count that he who 
only receives a benefit, he doth nothing 
for it, it comes freely : Indeed he doth 
ſomething naturally in receiving, -but no- 
thing. morally by way of merit for the 
thing received. Thus it is among Men, 
and fo we underſtand it, in all ſuch a&- 
ings of ours ; but when we come to deal 
with God, how do our proud. hearts put 
a value apon them 3 then we put a value 
upon every thing, upon our coming, upon 
our adhering, upon our relying, upon 
our asking, upon our receiving 3 We 


A Diſcourſe of Faith. 
grow proud of thoſe very As of Grace 
by which we do expreſs our Poverty atid 
Beggary,' our abſolute Dependance upon 
another; as if Chriſt was beholden to us 
for our accepting of him : 'So naturally 


prone are we to reſt upon gny thing "that 
looks like our own doing. 


FL 


Brethren ! There are two things to be 
conſidered in Faith. ' 


(1.) The Motion of the Soul in recei- 
ving, which is an A naturally neceſlary 
to all manner of receivings it 1s as rea- 
ching forth, and opening the hand. 


*'(2.,) You may conſiderthe paſſive re- 
ception it ſelf, wherein the Nature of Faith 
doth chiefly conſiſt , in admitting, apply- 
ing, and owning the Gift. | 


Though the word Believing doth Gram- 
matically imply an AQtion, yet really and 
hyfically we are paſlive in believing: | 
or theſe Reafons. <2 


Firſt, The firſt Reaſon is this ; They 
who make our Ac of believing a part of 
our Juſtifying Righteouſheſs ,- -do mani- 
feſtly make Faith -_ contradi&t it kf 

", 1} 3 in 


wt . % 


da 


A Diſcus ſe of Feh: 
io. 80d by its own AQ : If by,,an Ad-of 
helicving we go out of our {elves ta Chriſt 
for all ; L rene WEE AQ 
we can pollbly frtle ypon any thing jn 
qur {clves ay got Chriſt ; If by jc 
juſtified by bag they underſtand the Ob- 
jet of faith, then we agree with them 
then faith and Chriſt is all one : By faith 
we mean Chriſt applyed, and nothing but 
Chriſt. | But if they underſtand the bare 
AR of believing in diſtinction from Chriſt 
the Qbje& z therein we difler fram them. 
And they muſt ſo underſtand it who make 
our. At of believing a part of Que jaſti- 
fying RightequlaeG diſtint from. Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs z and therein I ſay, they 
make faith to contradift it ſelf in and 'by 
woawn Ad : Ldonot know whether am, 
underſtood s I' think I underſtand my, 
If in what I haye aid; Toke (ie thus, 
Pray conſider what is the ſenſe of a belie- 
ving-Soul ander a{ preſent AG of faith in 
Chriſt ? I appeal to:yau all., I defire you 
would all be Judges ip this matter who 
have ever been ſerious, | and 3jn good 
earneſt , dealing with God by an a& of 
Rab for Salvation; You hglieye in Criſt, 
whats the-Eng/iÞb of chat > Wher do you 
mean by it ? Is not this your: ſenſe 5 you 
vefire to caſt yourſelf wholly ypon;Chriſt; 
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o 3h 5 Suk ot M3 Life 3 - to 
is we another which tins Bo not 
LF ves 5- t9 count t 
lo and dung that you may wig, Oſt 
don't you mean this ? Pray what ap ab- 
dry then is it, what a graſs contradi- 
*'@ am juſtified by fometbi 
” my ; fo by virtue of Ba. very act 
Git, by which 1 do purpaſely go gut of 
my ſelf to Chriſt for all. -If this be-Rea- 
Fx and Senſe, I have quite loft the uſe 
of bath, and will never pretend to uny 
derſtand any thing. But how do ſame 
Men fight with their own ſhadows and 
le themſelves in their own expreſſions, 
; Fhey cannot ſpeak of Chriſt, and of the 
way and manner of applying. Chriſt, but 
preſently they muſt be POS Pn rh 
Chriſt ia their Juſkificatian,.......- 


Brethren! We muſt not -be perfivadeg 
out of our Chriſtian Names, .nay out of 
Chriſtianity . is elf by thoſe , who, would 


impoſe. thetr own nations. upan us, and 
iadeed preach another Goſpel ; let them 


t&ad on and rene. But I-will ay -_ 
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4 upon Earth, 'or Angel from 
Hover compoun 'Faith ood \ Works, 
Works 'and. Chriſt in rhe'mafter of out 
Juſtification, I'doubr not 'bat he' would 
curſe them in the name of the Lord. "Cer 
tainly we are not to be Mealy-mourhed, 
and fitently ſuffer the grand*principles of 
the Gol) to be decryed, 'as if 'we danbt- 
ed whether they were true or, tio. © Theſe 
are the Pillars of the Rotiſe, all fff Wirh 
them, if they be taken away.  Theſe"afe 
the Ancient. Land-marks arid bounds" of 
our Religion; they muſthotbe removed, 
for if you ſuffer that, *you will quickly 
Have a dead Child in the 'rbom of the liv- 
ing. New Notions, though not contra 

0; Mt: received uraciba) ſhould be 
warily . uttered ; but ſuppoſing there"1s 
the eaſt difetepancy "or oppolition, ' It 
is our duty and wiſdom 'to be 'filent, and 
not break the eye of the Netdle, by forc- 
jng our Camel through. ©. New Notions 
muſt yield rather to antient- receiyed 
Truths, they muſt þe governcd and over- 
ruled by them,[tis dar to force plain 
Scripture, ' and plaii) principles ro make 
good our own private interpretations. '' 


2, Our at of believing is no part” of 


oo, 


-_ 


A Difedivjt of Walls 


Gat if Paxl. (were alive,*and' ſhould hear + 


Fi off Wo. Fl 
our juſtifying Righteouſnel, bebatſe julli- 
fication is an aft of God, not propetly 
ſbſcquent' coor Faith, bur'fimultaneous 
with it. ' They are concomitants; ſo loſe; 
io maſta dtxhbaaehot wecannot fay which 
js firſt, or laſt inrime 3 we'cannor fay the 
one takes its riſe from the other: 1 ex- 
| _ my ſelf thus 3 it is one thing for the 
pture to {peak Dotrinally of Faith, 
another thing to ſpeak of a Believer undet 
the aftual exerciſe of Faith: When the 
Scripture ſpeaks of the Dottrine of Faith 
in'the AbſtraQ, it tells us the conſequents 
it, that according to Gods order and 
ap intment; Faith js requiſite unto Ju- 
ſtifcation,and ſo'Faith is antecedent ts 
ſtification, arid Juſtification *is ſpoken of 
as 2 thing to come, upon our- believing. 
The -of Fanh ſhews what ſhall 
be to all who'obtain 1 it5 the actual exer- 
ciſe of Faith ſhews, vi * to them who 
have it, and do believe it! Atis not only 
he that believes ſhall be ſaved and juſti- 
fied, but is juſtified. It is true, who ever 
believes bl be ſaved ; the juft ſhall live 
faith, this js Dottrinally true. © But he 
ka hath everlaſting Life, Jobs 


, is juſtified ; this is: 
ire. © God, if you rightly Dader th 


point, doth! juſtifie us, "by working Fa 


4 GA. 


now pro. as Aa a price '.s it FÞ mR.09g 

vale wa Means. of. our 2Y uſtification. 
Hog aby w by. warking Faith. 1n us 5 
being willing 30 © ca at. of 
ſaxace, to {peak to our Linde ncogy 

al 
A fit. means by which the. Re oo 
ah the thing, but ys ts,10 f, alsof 
waa ypon ne 5:,an EI&y 
ANI Avolile, it # of faith that it 
might. be of grace : God will þs,underſtogd 
mn w the as af his Grace to us.Now 
that there-might be 10. ys a.ſenſe of receps 

tion of ſo. great 2 benefit, God reſolves 
to put it,jnto the hand) of Faith, which 
hath a natural ſutableneſs. jo it, and fity 
neſs to receive what free Gr FOeY, to 


itz and 40: it) wp when 
ſtrength. Chriſt and, qur Fe. _ 
+ 


ever mea Were .it nat 
wn any £ ang 
_ igto the ſoul, ; by by Ps Faith; 


alth is aur wodws habexdi, it: a 
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A Diſcow ſs of Faith, 
the wears by which we eame' to have God: 
and Chriſt, and an/Intereſt in! the' things: 
of Heaven. We have what we harefrom 
Chriſt by Faith, and we hold it by F aith. 
Faith and Repentance as afted by us, 
and reflected upon, are very. gaod Evi- 
dences of our Juſtifications,for ic is in that 
reflection only that they do give'evidence 
of zhemſelves,: and of any thing ptoduced 
fram them, 'Therefore, I ſay, as they are 
reflefted upon they have retroſpettion to 
or RY of which they are very 
good and evident proofs ; but they have 
no antecedent' cauſality to produce the 
thing ſignified, becauſe they lignifie it, as 
a thing already: dane, palt and perfect, - 


3. Andlaſtly, Juſtification is fnequent- 
ly ſet down in' S$ertpture without any re- 
lation to theſe afts of Grace in-us, ta 
ſhew that it: whally flawes from Chriſt ; 
and that by our-believing we add nothing 
to-pur. Juſtifyiag Rightcouſneſs, bue do 
only apply: it, i as wholly derived ' fram 
Ghyiſt alone, 2 Jab. yg. 12. Hr 4bat bath 
the Son, bath life ; they that are in Chriſt 
there is na Condemnation to:them, ' Rave. 
8-1 Now becauſs we cannqt admit fin- 
yerst0 be in Chriſt-but by faith;/ therefore 
what flows from Chriſt, i# attributed: uid- 
\ to 
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A Diſcourſe of Faith. 
to-faithz' which is, I fay, our modav he- 
hendz, but (till the real cauſe of our Juſti- 
fication, that which makes us juſt in the 
fight of God, is our being, in Chriſt, and 
our having the Son. T 1s No men- 
tion made of having any thing elſe'; but 
faith is our modus babendi ; we cannot 
have the Son but by faith, nor be in Chriſt 
bat by Believing. Therefore God ſpeaks, 
to our — and hath attribut- 
ed that to the at of faith, which is only 
derivable from the ObjeQ:; 


I ſhall now ſhew you the weakneſs of 
thoſe grounds and reaſons they go upon, 
who differ from us/1n this point. 


I. They: ſpeak much ofa Charge of 
Infidelity, Impenitency and Unholineſs to 
be draws up againſt us at the laſt day,and 

it concerns us to- muſter up all 
our good 'works, all our” aQts of Grace, 
and every part of our inherent Righte- 
ouſneſs, that we may be-in a readineſs to 
anſwer to this Charge and clear our ſelves, 


A ſpecious Argument/ enough to amuſe 
the World, and fright ' men back into 
the ah Dot ine of Juſtification by 
Brethren { 


A Difcourſe of Faith. 

: Brethren ! I do _oT deny: gr] 
ieving, impenitent and ungodly Perſons 
ſhall be charged with infidelity, impeni- 
tency and ungodhneſs, and be. condem- 
ned ; but to talk ofa charge of Infidelity 
again(t a Believer at the laſt day, I ſay, it 
is a groundleſs, unſcriptural Notion. - I 
do not deny that the faith of the Saints 
that draws them to Chriſt, and its effica- 
cy afterwards in all its fruits, will be. ta- 
ken notice of by. Chriſt, when they are 
admitted into the Kingdom, e/Hat. 2 $34 
Come ye bleſſed 5 and when that bleſſedneſs 
is fixed, Chriſt doth not put them upon 
the proof of their faith, -but helps them 
himſelf to underſtand the former aQtings 
of their faith and love to God, which 
they were ignorant of before. When ſaw 
we thee an bungred, and fed thee 8 or thirſty 
and gave thee drink £ &c. In as much as 
Je have done it to one of the leaſt of theſe, ye 
have done it to me. I (ce more Grace in 
you faith Chriſt, than ever you ſaw in 
your ſelves, ſo and ſo appearing in your 
lives 3 Come ye bleſſed, 


Brethren, Good Works are good Evi- 
dences to us, to make out the Truth of 


Grace in us 3. but the All-knowing God 
. needs. no fuch Evidences for his a-hav's 


tion 


G6 


Daw of Faith. 
tion ; ht knows what is infman;, and-ticeds 
not that any ſhould tell him. He ſearches 
the Heart, Though we- fee Grace only 
in the Ftuir, yet God ſees it in the Root 
and Priciple. Beſides, 1 cohceive, the 
laſt Judgment is not to prove who is, and 
hm mc ar i ry of Grace ; bur rather 
to pronounce Sentence according to 
the ſtate that every one ſhall appear m 
at the Reſarreion. There will be no 
doubcing of any mans ſtate at the Refar- 
retion $ the method and manner of the 
ReſurreQion will decide it. Chriſt Him- 
felf will feparate the Sheep from the 
Goats 3 atid he will do this before the 

dgement, Mat. 25. 72, 33. You ſhall 

now a Believer then by his Station at 
the right hand of Chrift 5 by his Com- 
_—Y Sheep. The Angels are 
forth,” Mat. 24. 31. to up the 
Elet from the four Winds, the one 
end of Heaven to the other. They will 
ranfack every corner of the World to find 
our every Saint ; not the Ninery and 
Nine, but” the whole Hundred ſhall be * 
eſented to God ; not one milling, we 
all alt ftand together. Now after the 
are thus rafked by Chrift, and the 
have declared them to be Sheep, to be 
true Believers, muft they core wider a 


4 Dijſcdarſe of Faith. 

charge . of infidelity-? Who caſt drew 
upthis charge, atid mdnage-this falſe Tn- 
or: Conſcience or the Devil. : he 
bath juſtified chem here, ſealed them by 
the Spirit of Adaption to the day of Re- 
demption, and he will nover reverſ& hip 
judgment. 


The judgment of God at the laſt day 
will be purſuant to the judgment already 
paſt by his Word and Spirit in.che Hearts 
and qe ar —_ here, Good 
Angels are imployed to gather ap the 
Ele&, and eonfequently 5 hve 4 erge 
diſcerning who they are. Oar Confei- 
ences are ſprinkled with the Blood of Je- 
| ſus, and have an anfiver in readineſs, by 

the ReſarreGtion of Chriſt from the dead. 

And the- Devil will have ſomething elſe 

to do in that day, when he ſtands 'at the 

head of the wicked'to receive his ſet 
tence with them, the time of his torment 
being then come. Though be be cow 
* the accuſer of the brethren day and niphe 
before God, he muſt chen Erernally be 
taft down. True, -he is now our aveu- 
ſer, -and we mult-labour to 'overavame 
him by the Blood of the Lamby:'is Rev. 
t2» 1o, 11. that is, by Argumenty ye 
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A Diſconrſe of Faith; 
froni the Blood of Jeſus 3' yet I ſay fear 
him not dent The laſtenemy that 
ſhall be: deſtroyed is . Death, © ſaith” the 
Apoſtle 5 and muſt we have an after rac» 
counter with the Devil Muſt we be fer 
upon, a freſh by him £ No, no, after 
- death he hath done. with you for ever 3 
he will not dare to look you in the face 
at the laſt day : He draw up a charge 
againſt you ? You ſhall accuſe, judge and 
condemn him; and: all the Devils in Hell; 
x Cor. 6. 3. Never fear,. you that dye 
in the Lord, ſhall riſe up. under thoſe 
denyable evidences of. a' ſtate of Grace, 
that neither the Devils nor wicked Meri 
ſhall dare to'gain-ſay. What, muſt poor 
Chriſtians who have lived under doubts, 
fears,' under. buffetings ahd temptations, 
under _ accuſations and challenges from 
the Devil and their. own Confciences , 
muſt-they riſe ſo f Is this to be' raiſed in 
power, with our Spirits made perfe& ? 
Surely. *Paul was out in his triamph, Roe. 
$.'33. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
of Gods ele# £ Do you make good your 
Title to Chriſt now, and-never feat'any 
charges afterwards at that days. it will 
be a joyful day to Believers. Look ap, 
faith Chriſt , /ift up your headii for your 


Redemption draweth' nigh,” Luka 2: 4 


| 


4 Diſcourſe rof Faith, 

And'- therefore. comfort one another - 5 
your: Witneſs- is iti Heaven, and your 
Record is on high, as'Fob fpeaks, God, 
Chriſt, Angels, Conſcience; will  all' be 
on your fide. 


Aye, bur if this feigned proceſs benot 
obferved, ſome mens notions will fall co 
the ground. Aye, and let then fall ; 
no matter how ſoon 3 for they are not 
grounded upon the Word of God that 
endureth for eyer. Brethren, we muſt 
not draw Schemes and Models from our 
own Brain, and when we have done, 
impoſe them upon God, and make his 
proceedings in every particular exaQly'to ' 
fujt the methods of Humane Jadicatures: 
The natural notion of theſe -things is ſo 
ftrong in ſome mens heads, that 1t doth 
carry them out beyond the line of the 
Goſpel. Good works certainly do beſt 
fartheſt off from the judgment ſeat of 
God. They are good and comfortable 
evidences here, but they will make bur 
a ſorry Righteouſneſs there-for us to' 
plead. Though: God” may andwiltrake 
notice of all the fruits of his "Grace: ap- 
pearing in our words or works; when he 
paſſeth the ſolemn declaratory Sentence 
2tthe haſt day, which is but a-fuller 'ma- 
wasb E nifeſtation? 


L 
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pifeſtation of our juftibcation. Godiwill © 


4 Diſk of Paith, 


perſonally and publickly own that which 

hath-fhaeerly in-our Coalciences, . done 
his Ward and Spirit in us. God doth 
now a& mediately by his ward,. then he 
will at immediately by himſelf; we ſhall 
hear the ſentence of our Juſtificationfrom 
his own mouth, which now we hear on- 

from the mouths of his Miniſters that 
peak to us in his name. | 


Secondly, The ſecond ground they go 
ypon 4s this, they ſay, that it is a condi- 
tional ſervice impoſed upon us by God 
1a the new Covenant ; and therefore the 
performance of it muſt needs be part of 
our Juſtifying Rightcouſnels 3 which is 
very ſpecious, and very ſuitable to Hu- 
mane Reaſon, as moſt things are that con- 
tradif-the Myſterics 'of the Goſpel, - but 
t is of like ſound and fignificancy with 
the other, 


Alas ! At bow little a hole will felf- 
Kig creep 1n ? How apt-are we 
1n the pride of our' hearts to diſtinguiſh 
our. ſ{elf-Rightcauſacs into; aur Juſtifica- 
tion, that we may have ſamewhat where- 
of to. glary. To prevent miſtakes 1 will 


premiſe one-thing 3 that is this, 1:do:hot 


deny 
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f Diſcourſe of Faith. \, 
deny; but that to believe m God, in 
Chriſt, is an eminent piece of ſervice, a 
great at of Divine Worſhip, the greateſt 
at of Worſhip we can perform to Gotl 
on this fide Heaven. But T1 deny that 
it is a ſervice done- in order to the þ 
curing or purchaſing thoſe benefits 
we receive from Chriſt as his free gift. 
Faith receives what Chriſt hath already 
procured, Faith doth not come to Chrift 
to deſire him to dye for us; bur having 
dyed for us, it comes for the fruit of hjs 
death :. It comes on-no other Errand -but 
f to receive what is already prepared, 
' Faith hath no cauſality-or efficien at all 
| m contriving, compaſling, con itaring 
the great a&t of Grace, wherein the pat- 
don of our (in and our juſtification is held 
; forth unto us: Our Fairh did not move 
; . God to promiſe pardon, but finding all 
; this Grace in Jeſus, Faith applyes it, lays 
hold on it, and God gives us leave, nay 
commands us'to do this: So that Faith is 
a ſervice we owe to God by way of du- 
y ty m complyance with his Grace to- 
wards us, but ir is not a ſervice dotie by 
ns in way of procuring that whichis free- 
ly given. No, no, we owe that to Chae: 
and notto Faith. Brethren ! In canis 
aecepration, when we fry comune. 


A Pio of Faith, 


and F will do this and that for you ; pray 


who is the doer, te that comes to have 
the thing done, or he that doth it. Cer- 


tainly if coming be a ſervice ia this cale, . 


It is a ſervice done to a Mans ſelf, and 
can never be urged as a ſervice done to 


God. | 


But they further ſay, that this is a con- 
ditional ſervice : Why 2 Becauſe God 
hath commanded us to believe that we 
may be juſtified. Commanded us to be- 
lieve and pray, what is that ? I told you 
before the meaning of an aCt of Faith, 
even to renounce our own Righteouſ- 
neſs, to come in our nakedneſs and po- 
verty to Chriſt, without Money or with- 
out Moneys worth, that we may be en- 
riched by him in all things. Is not this 
the.old, honeſt, plain down-right notion 
of believing? And is this the Conditio- 
nal ſervice required > Why don't ycu do 
it then £ Who is againl(t it ? Oaly let 
them attend to the ſenſe of Faith, and 
not be carried away with the meer word 
and talk of Ft, as their __ ac 
yer regardi inward ſenſe a - 
nification of the thing it (elf. Hath God 
required us 'to believe in Jeſus 3 : let us 
know what that means and do it. 5 -n0 

body 
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A Diſcourſe of Faith. 
body is againſt it. If that be the Condi- 
tional ſervice, let them 1ye low before 
God, and ſeem more vile in their own 
” '% and caſt themſelves upon Chriſt foe . 
I. Let them learn tocome without Mo- 
ney. This is the proper Obedience .of 
Faith 5 that Obedience which the Do- 
Arine of the Goſpel doth require ; and 
ſince you will call this a condition, I fay, 
why don't you perform it ? Is this the 
performance of ſuch a condition of be- 
lieving, according to the, ſenſe and mean- 
ing of believing, to tell the World that 
Chriſt is not our only Juſtifying Righte- 
ouſneſs, that we mult ſeek for fomething 
in our ſelves to joyn with him, if ever 
we will be ſaved ? Isthis the condition ? 
Deth God mean this, when. he: bids me 
believe in Jeſus? Sirs/' Let us not read 
our Bibles backwards 3 wreſting Sctipture 
to our own deſtruction : It is ſtrange to 
me, that Faith which is all along in Scrip- 
ture oppoſed to Works 'in our Juſtifica- 
tion, and is appointed by God to ſhut all 
worksout of Juſtification, thould 
thus made an inlet 'to bring all 

works into Juſtification. OW! That we 
were more under the' powerful aCtings of 
true Jaſtifyivg Faith, it would then open 
it ſelf more fully to 'us, -and ſhew-us-its 
F E 3 mean- 


A Diſcourſe of Faith. 

meaning,l wiſh we could alittle better un- 
derſtand the atings of our Faith, .under- 
ſtand the reaſon, the ſenſe of it, the int+ 
portance, the intent of an a& of Faith, 
what a thing Faith is. 


Thirdly, They. ſuppoſe a double Ju+ 
ſtification, and a Jouble Jullitying Righ+ 
tcouſneſs 3 the farſt to juftifie us from the 
accuſations of the Law, the other to jus 
ſtife the ſincerity of our Faith, and Ho- 
lineſs 3 and here comes in all our inherent 
Righteouſne(s, * This is ſpecious tao; But 
I would not have men coyn new heads 
of Divinity to make good their own 
notions, We know but of one Juſtif- 
cation, .I ſay, the ſecond Juſbfication, 
which: they talk of, it. is implyed in the 
firſt ; ayd therefore needlefs and unſcrip» 
tural ; For fince the Revelation of the 
Goſpel, infideluy and unbelict-js a Gn 
againſt the Moral Law ; and: Faith in 
Cheiſk is jojoyned as a duty by the Moral 
4, by - which we takg Gadto begur 

and conſequently do. bigd aus Elves 
over wo believe whatever he. had, or 
hereafier ſhpu}d reveal to be. his Will 
This we are bound. ta by the Moral Law; 
ercfore if we are (as they themſelves 
air) freedby Juſtification Fon aLen 
| ol 


#4: Diſcourſe of Faith. 
of Wazks upors the conditions of Faith, 
then we'are on our fie(t Juſtification ab- 
folmety freed from infidelity, - and our = 
Faith 16 /ſufficiemly approved to be-rrue, 
and what'then need 4 ſecond Juftificaty- 
v4" ne we wilt. fup : att error ih 
the ficlt Judgaene 5 which ® ifnpiouns to 
fappoic by 2if God (hould acquit us from 
the accuſation of the Law of Works up- 
on thecondition of Faith z whieh upon 
akcer examination, Chriſt diſcovers to he 
falfe and *wnfound. * So: chat theſe things 
do ner hang together. 


Fourthly, They fay that Faith afid 
Hohnefs are conditzons and eviderices of 
oar tile ro Chriſt; and all that comes by 
kimy! and therefore part of our Juſtify- 
ing Kiglkacouſnels. | 


It whard to undeeftand: the Rrength of 
fome mins 'reaforimngy 5 but grant 4H 
this,' it * amownrs to'1nG more but ChyfF, 
and tice to Chriſt, ſo far we are agretd,; 
for we: defe no more. - But how they 
will make Faith which is our we" to 
Cheiſt,, and _ — Chiiſt arid'a?l His 
benefits are by the Goſpel pranted; pro- 
mifed and rhade over _— how chey "wilt 
make this tithe never {-well eyidented; 
1R63 -1 E 4 .to- 
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to be part of our Juſtifying RighteouF 
neſs, 1 ſee not ': Rorw «dd nothing to 
the inheritance, ' makes jt neither more 
nor lefs, but conveys it down'to us, ac- 
cording to - the intrinfick yalue- of the 
thing, be it more or leſs. Atitle to Land 
is no part of the Land 3 only we are 1n- 
veſted in it as it is, by vertue of our title. 
Now therefore if the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt be not of it (elf ſufficient to Juſti- 
fie us, I ſee not how a good-title mends 
the matter ; for if the Eltate be never fo 

reat, and we have no good title to it, it 
is worth nothing to us 3 and if our title 
be never ſo good, we can have no more 
then is, and , mk to the title, So that 
after all this ſtir about conditions. and 
evidences of our title to Chrift,, the re- 
ſalt of all is this, we have a title, a good 
title, are under all the conditions and evi- 
dences of a good title ; but to what # 
To an Inheritance that 1s not (afficient tq 
maintain us, to a Righteauſneſs that is 
not ſufficient of it ſelf alone: to: juſtifie 
us; and where are we now: with our 
conditions and evidences of our title ? 
For ever deſtitute, of a compleat Jaltify- 
ing--Righteouſnels, Is this te Preach 
Chriſt? To Preach the glad: Tidings of 
the Goſpel ? Is,thisthe way to quiet Noun 


ſettle the Conſciences of poor diſtrefied 
finners ? ſurely no./ + I 4 


Fifthly, They urge the literal: ſenſe of 
ſome few Scriptures that ſeem to ſpeak 
for them ; eſpecially;/two; and-I do not 
know of more in the whole Bible, as to 
the literal (ignification if there were we 
ſhould hear enough of it. I know they 
quote many others, which add'no weight 
at all to the Argument they would groand 
upon them, T re I ſhall not*ſpeak 
to them. Thoſe two-are eMer. rg.39.By 
thy words thou fhalt: be juſtified; and by thy 
words thou ſhalt: be rondemmed 4 and that 
in James, where-1t is: faid,' Abraham was 
juſtified by works, Jam. 2. 23.” © 


For that in «Matthew, Calcin i charges 
the Papiſts with-very great weakneſs in 
offering to draw an Argument from that 
Text for Juſtification by Works. ' Mal- 
donate a Learned Jeſuite on-:the' other 
hand is very angry with Caizwrtor fuppo- 
ling: any -of the: Rowan Church! to' be fo! 
weak and injudicious, 2s to argue fo'from 
that Scripture. 3-:for, ſaith he,” we very 
well underſtand- that this Text doth not 
ſpeak De juſtificatione, qua juft# cfficimur, 
fel: de jndicis fententia, qua, fumpto ry 
#0 verbis 


A Diſconrſe” of Faith. 
verbis noſirie argnments, jufti deviuraneur. 
So ſaith the Jeſuite 5 we: kriow this Texe 
_ not ſpeak of that which is the cauſe 
of our Juftificatiorof rhe rhing for which, 
and by virme of which we become juſt 
and righteons, only here is the appearance 
of our Rightcouſbels by our words, and 
wearedeclared to be Righteous. Sothar 
this dath;not touch chis cauſe of Juftifica- 
tion 5 ow 4 yer this is: the mam Text 
brought *, the main proof repexcd 
_, again:and a to ptove inherent 
— teouſteſs = an influence —_ 
wn. I ſay Jer them take the an- 
iwer from the Papiſts or Proteſtants, which 
they pleaſe, they are both againſt. them 
in this thing. 

As for the other Scripture, They will 
take it'tmn co'other fenſe 'bie what implycs 
a comratiidhion to} other Texts of Screp- 
ture in the cafe. The whole current of 
Scripture k againſt Works ar Juſtification, 
nn teads ns:2o a fair conftruttion:of thar 

ames, thatit isto be mderſtood of a jn- 
ki before men,and norofa jultificas- 
tion before God. Proceſtane Wrizers have 
ſuthctently, cleared up thisgo: the Convidti- 
on of all but ickwehocecntives novto 
be Convinced. Certainly they ſhould have 
PEE Wany abound toomuch iathear / 
own 


A Diſcourſe of Faith. 
own ſenſe. The Learned Lord "Bacon 
faith, that a little Phy loſophy maker men N- 
theiſts, but a great deal will convince them 
of 4 Deity, Sore mens Logick and School 
Learning overtkrows Reafon, which due- 
ly improved - and well managed, would 
teach them to argue otherwiſe : Certainly 
in-our reaſoning about Divine things we 
ſhould be careful not to abound too much 
in our own fenſe. It is bettcr for us t9 
leave the Myſtery. of the Gofpet im its 


Myſtery where we found it, than 10 ſeek}, 


to draw it out, and fo to explain it, as 10 
_ force tt into the mould of Humane Rea- 
ſon, ſhaping it on every ſide to.an exatt 
eoaformity to the thoughes and concepti> 
ons of our weak . umpertect Underftand- 
wg 3 I ſay, no Gofpet Truth will bear 
this. After all our Faith and 'Knowledge 
and Experience, we know but” in part, 
and = s av the _ of every Goſpel 
Fruth, a Myftery 5 fometbiog that is 

lehce, for an: boly' Admiration, for an 
hamble fabmiffion in Faith 1othe Wilt of 
God. | Therefore -k would nor have men 
ſpeak 25 if they knew all, and'draw par- 
tienlar Schemes; and 1t muft-be{6, and 
ne otherwiſe 3: and thus and thus you met 


BJ 


A Diſcourſe of Faith. 


procced in this and that way and form, 


pherefore things muſt be ſo ſtated. 


I have done with the Argumentative 
part. Iwillnow ſpeak a word or twoin 
a looſer way of Diſcourſe. 


I fay then. thus, he may be a true Be- 
liever who doth not take his faith for any 
part of his Juſtifying Righteouſneſs 5 'T 
ſuppoſe that will be granted : Buthe can- 
not be a true Believer -who takes not 
Chriſt for his Juſtifying Righteouſnels. I 
do not fay now for his only Juſtifying 
Righteouſnebs, becauſe T would ſpeak in 
the ſenſe of thoſe I oppoſe. I ſay, they 
cannot be Believers who do not look upon 
Chriſt as their Juſtifying Righteouſneſs 
but they may be true Believers who do 
not look upon faith as a part of their Ju- 
ſtifying Righteouſneſs. For the firſt, ſup- 
poſe it an Error, it is only about the a&t 
in our apprehenſion which doth not alter 
the nature of the thing at'all. The ſe- 
cond ts an;Error in the at, which quite 
deſtroys the very nature of faith. There- 
fore the ſafer way is rather co preſs per- 
ſons to'believe, to ſee they have: faith in- 
deed and in Truth, than urge them to ſuch 
an unſcriptural conſtruQion of their faith, 
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'A Diſcourſe of Faith. 
atting ſuch a title of Honor upon it to the 
Se—ech of Chriſt and his Righteouſneſk 
They honour faith ſufficiently who only 
prefer Chriſt before it. . No doubt God 
will give faith its due praiſe and place at 
the laſt day 3 our not knowing. or not un- 
derſtanding the reach and truth of our 
faith in all circumſtances of it, will be no 
prejudice to faith at the laſt.day. I hear- 
tily wiſh, we were more /in' the Exerciſe 
of Faith than in Controverſies about it 3 
more in the Praftiſe of Good Works than 
in Diſpute about them z we ſhould then 
ſooner underſtand both the one and the 
other. Sirs ! the myſterious, ſublime 
Doftrine of arqgpes 6 was revealed 
for our rt, and propoſed to 'our 
faith- to: be believed ; not to our reaſon 
to argue upon in: a EI manner 
and to toſs to and fro tor Argument ſake. 
What if we know. no more of Jaſtifica- 
tion then. is abſolutely neceſlary for our 
Juſtification > This 1s the caſe of many 
plain, ſincere hearted Chriſtians z and if 
it were ſo with us all, we may have fewer 
Notions in our Heads, but poſhibly more 
Grace in our Hearts. The Lord grant, 
that we may know the Dodrine of _ 
fication ſo as they know it who are fave 
by Chriſt. But ſurgurt indo#i ©: rapinut 
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Calum, 


A. Diſcourſe of. Faith. 
Calum , & mos cur dottrinis noſirts ſine 
corde, volntadier in carne &- in  ſanguine. 
The Learned they diſpute and wranglke 
themſelves into Hell ; the unlearned they 
believe, practice and gain Heaven, taking 
up the truth in fimpliciry according: to the 
_ {cope of the Goſpel, as it is held 
h to. the meaneſt Capacity. Brethren | 
what *Paw/faid tothe Jaylor, AG 16. 31. 
that I fay to you all, Believe or the Lord 
Fejue Chriſt, and thou and thy houſe ſhall be 
ſaved. Don't you go home now, and tell 
your Farailies that they muſt not under- 
ſtand this Text fo as to look upon Chriſt 
as their only juſtifying righteouſneſs, bur 
look out for ſomething 1n themſelves if 
ever they be ſaved. No, pray ſpeak Scrip- 
ture Language, expound Scripture by 
Scriptyre, and tell them, that Chriſt 1s 
all in all ; tell chem plainly that they muſt 
net be found in their own righteouſneſs ; 
they muſt be found in Chrift not having on 
their own righteouſneſs, that they mult count 
all things but loſs and dang that they may 
win Chrift z that there is no other founda- 
tiox but Chrift, no other name under Heaven 
by which they cax be ſaved, but the name of 
Chriſt ; tell them they muſt not come for 
Juſtification and Life in. the name of rheir 
Good Works, of any rhing that” belongs 
| to 
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themſelves 5 _ the _ of 
Oberſt. * Doftiine in. your 
Families. and among-your Childers and 
Servants, This is the way to fave -you 
and your Houſehold. This is good, whole- 
ſome hopſehold Diviniey, and ſuited! to 
the ordinary Capacity :of all ſerious Pro+ 


feſſors. We muſt not fend our Hearers * 


to intricate diſtinfions;to learn the rwean- 
ing of the Doftrine of their Juſtification; 
The” ſenſe of the Goſpel is' plain en 
in this thing, they that run may read #t: 
Come, come, you ſhall never be charged 
at the Laſt Day for giving too much to 
Chriſt in the matter of Juſtification, You 
are bound to aſcribe all ro him, and you 
ſhall never be charged for giving too 
much. And certainly if it be poſſible to 
err on that hand, I had rather err in giv- 
ing too much then too hkiale to Chriſt. Do 
you think that a true Believer, - who doth 
not look upon the at of Faith or works 
of Holineſs to be any part of his juſtifying 
ri (neſs ; bat caſts himſelf upon 
iſt, do you think, I ſay, that God 
will reprove ſuch a perſon at the laſt day 
for aſcribing too much to Chriſt, and nor 
png his own righteouſneſs # Certain- 
ly 'a Believer cannot plead the righteouf- 
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nefs:of. Chriſt without Faith 5 his way :of 
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© 4 Difconiſe of Faith, 
arguing from Chriſt will fafficiently'evince 
the truth and reality of his Faith 5 there 
needs:no other proof and demonſtration 
of it. -/ 


E ſhould have made ſome Application. 
F will tell you what t intended. 


Firſt, To thoſe who ground their Juſti- 
fication! upon the ſandy Foundation of 
their tnherent Righteouſneſs 3 T - would 
exhort them to pull down the houſe pre- 
fently before it fall upon their heads ; and 
lay a better Foundation,if ever they think 
to ſtand before the Son of Man in his 
Day. 


Then I ſhould exhort them, and preſs 
them to ſtudy other Arguments, (as there 
are very many) to promote Good Works 
and practical Holineſs among men ; and 
not juſtle out Chrift to make room for ſelf 
Righteouſneſs in the matter of Juſtifica- 
tion. What, muſt we work for Life (till ? 
To: work for Juſtification is to work for 
Life, and why. ſhou}d we thus turn: the 
Goſpel into the Law ? 


I ſhould ſpeak alſo to thoſe who are 
built upon the right Foundation, os 
ve 


A -Diſcoutſe- of Faith, 
have caſt themſclves upon Chrifts Righte- 
ouſneſs- for Juſtification unto Life, ' Let 


. 


them $ and bring'/forth fruit meet for the 
Kingdom'of God. For as the Foundation 


the Foundation. And therefore down 
with all this Hay, Wood and: Stubble, 
and labour to walk more ſutable ro' that- 
1 Holy Faith under the-Ptofefſion of which 

you live. | Brethren ! The unſatable and” 
| uncircumſpe& lives of Profeſſors, have 
1 been the greateſt ſcandal-to the Dodrine- 


| | the Mouths of men againſt it. Therefore 
labour to live men into a Conviction of 

this Truth; Diſputes and Words will not: 
do it, till you make it appear, that: the/ 
Grace of God that hath brought Life and 
Immortality to light through the Goſpel, 
hath taught you to deny all Ungodlineſs 
and Worldly Luſts. This is the way-to 
promote the Doctrine.of Juſtification by 
Faith alone, You that are built upon the 
right Foundatiof tiad need be careful and 
circumſpett. The Houſe is not yet finiſh- 
ed, we do all of us lie open more or leſs to 
Storms and Tempeſts here below, though 
ao K- F they 
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ſach-be careful to maintain good Works ; - 
let them be Examplary'in the praQtiſe of 


may 'be'tob weak for the SuperſtruQture, - 
ſo the Superſtructure may be too mean for: 


of Juſtification by Faith's i hath opened: 


4 Difconeſe of Faith, ».. 
they cannot throw down the houſe, yet 
they may ſhake the bouſe ; the rain mg 
beat into the houſe,may ſoak through ev 

ry room of the houſe, may foul the aſs 5 


may greatly incommode us and diſtre6 us.- 
Therefore keep your Souls in good repair, 


—— = i you can againſt Wind 


And for your Comfort I would have 
told you that Heaven will mend all the 
Erxars in the Superſtrucure, if the Foun- 
dation be right. God will then: take a- 
way and feparate all thoſe weaknefſles and 
ſinful mixtures that now run along with all 
our-Graces ; all Cracks and Flawes, the 


finkings, and failings, the bendings and. 


| this way and that way 18 any 
the building, Heaven will mend 

_ will fot all and ſtraight 5 when 
WE. are, throughout, and the 

| Top-ftone 1s laid. 
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| MARK x. rs. 
Repent ye, and believe the Goſpel, 


H E ſumme of the Goſpel lies in 
| Faith and Repentance, which 


alwayes got , and cannot .- 
be ſeparated, though t 7 may and ought | 
to be diſtinguiſhed one the other : 
I have choſen this Text to ſhow the ne- 
ceflary conneQion that is between Faith 
and Repentance 3 that--I ma by be on 
better underſtood I ſball 
method. | 


F; we” +. Di- 
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Gy 4 Diſcomſe of Repentaxce. 
+ .-2--Diſtinguiſh between Legal and E- 


' 2. Shew the natare of Evangelical Re- 
aug”, i is, and. wherein jt goes 

A alt, 80 Tf out df faith, what 

x Its uſe and end is, 


3. Shew the neceſſary conneCtion that 
Eyangelical Repentance and 


ſve Find. 


4» The real difference that is between 
them,. notwithſtanding this neceſſary con- 
ne ' tic n. | * p 


\- Inquire into the true cauſe and rea- 
ſofi why the tap rene this Age, who 
* ate ſ@ much for Faith, do mjnq Repent- 

Unce ide: 7v 2 fe 7 os 11 0M 
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: "F658; Diffinguiſh berween Legal and 
Prank 


| "You ſec the Repentance and Faith ſpo- 
ken of in the Text, have both of thetn 
a reference to the Goſpel ; Repent atd be- 
fieve the Goſpel, We ſhall better under- 
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4 Diſcourſe of Repentante, SY - 

ſtand the nature of Evangelical Re- Y 
ntance, by comparing it with Legal 
epentance, obſerving as we go how 

they differ from each. | 


Wy (1. Legal Repentance is the work of 
1- the Law, z. e. The work ot the Spirit by 
; the Law, for the Law works but faintly 
under the influence of meer Natural Light, 
unleſs the Spitit awaken the Conference, 
and ſet home the Law, little will be done, 
ſuch a work of the Law yon have Fom. 
2. 15. letting in a Spirit of Bondage up- 
on the Conſcience, accuſing us for what 
we have done againſt the Law, andleav- 
ing us ſo convicted withont any plea for 
our ſc] ves. | 


— 


Evangelical Repentance is the work of 
the Goſpe), ſweetly meking the mea of 
Arguments drawn from the Love of God, 
| and his free Grace in Chriſt rowards Sitt- 
ners 3 it encourages a trembling Soul to 
plead with God for Mercy as the Publicim, 
Lord be Merciful to me a Sinner. 


(2.) Legal Repentance is all terrour Ly. 
and no hope, it riſes from the revelation = ___ = 
of Gods Wrath againſt Sinners ; "tis a de- TS: 
airing Repentance without any kidpe of -" _ "228 
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Ecvation can poſſibly do, It was ſo in 


as © 7 


A Diſcourſe of Repentance. 
pardon, | the Curſe of the Law lies hard 
upon a Man; he knows not how to get . 


| froniunder it, but lives in a fearful ex- ® 


tion of fiery indignation to devour 

im, he is a terrour to himſelf : But Evan- 

gelical Repentance leaves not an affright-. 

ed finner altogether without hope, as I 
ſhall ſhew under thenext head. | 


G2) Legal Repentance is from world- 
ly ſorrow, not ſo much for the fin as the 


py incurred thereby, the apprehen- 
non of which'is very dreadful to a con- 
vinced finner 3 he is more affected with 
the evil of puniſhment, then with the 
evil of fin init ſelf 3; 'ris not for Gods fake 


" but ts own, that he repents of fin 3 he 


could love it well enough if it did not 
damn him: Though I do; not deny, but 
a, Repentance purely legal , may have 
ſome ſenſe of the evil of fin as fin, not 
only as walum probibitum, but as malunt 
3 ſe, as evil in its own nature; where 
common notions of - good and evil are not 
utterly extinguiſhed, it muſt needs be ſo, 
eſpecially under a bigher conviction from 
the Spirit of. God, that gives us a farther 
diſcerning of the. evil of fin, theo the 
meer light of _ nature under its greateſt 
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A Diſcourſe of Repentance. 
Judas, eMatt. 27.34; he was convinced, 
«not only that he had broken the. Law of 
God, but that he had finned in fo doing. 
1 have ſinned in that I have betrayed the in- 
nocent blood : He knew he had a hand in 
murdering a Man, a good Man, a great , 
Man, who was more then Man ; no-doubt / 

all this came up into his mind, concer 
ing Chriſt, yet the knowledge of, Chriſt 
that Fudss had, did not reach ſofar as to 
beget the leaſt hope of Mercy from him 5 
I here lay the legality of - his. Repent- 
ance 3 it was a defpairing Repentance, 
he converſed only with the Law, and fo 
ſunk under the wrath .of God, and the 
curſe of the Law 3 he had none to accuſe 
him but his own Conſcience, - the Rulers 
and chief Prieſts were for him , had fet 
him a work and rewarded him /; but ſee- 
ing him under fuch horror of Conſcience, 
he had done their buſineſs, what caze 
they, ſee thou to that z - unconvinced fig» 
ners do ſlight the convictions of others, 
they may go hang themſelves for all-ther, 
they have no pity for them. 


7 
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I ſpeak this to ſhew that legal Repent-. 
ance may take in ſomcthing of the evil gf 
fig in it ſelf, as well as the deſtructive na-' 
xe of it to us 3/- though theſe legal.con- 
""H22T. , victions 
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we wiſh he would Jer then! go unpuniſh-.. 


— 


of Diſcarſe of Repentance, 
-vigions of the evil of ſin in it ſelf, are 
far ſhort of thoſe more through convidii- 


ons that accompany true Evangelical Re- 


pentance : Though the ſorrow that is in 
legal Repentance be but worldly 3 yet 'tis 
very pungent, it pierces us thorow, and 

retends to ſome Devotion too, as if it 
were for Gods ſake, when elf is only at 
the bottom. "Pharaoh confeſſed his ſins, 
and defired the Prayers of Gods People, 
Exod. g.- 27, 28. Saul wept for his ſins, 
x1 Saw. 24. 16. Theeffetts of Gods wrath 
are very dreadful upon convinced finners, 
may draw Tears from their Eyes, when 
they ſee what miſchief they have brought 
upon themſelves ; they repent, but how ? 
Not of the (in, but of the puniſhment : 
Alas! What does that ſignifie, how in- 


" effectual is it > What have we to do to 
repent of the puniſhment 2 We can't re- 


verſe it 3 'tis Gods part to repent of the 


- puniſhment, to turn from his wrath, to 
- ceaſe from his anger, which he will do, 
.when we repent of the ſin that occafion- 


ed it. 


To repent of the puniſhment, is in ef- 
f& to be ſorry 'that God is fo juſt, that 
he ſo ſeverely animadverts upon finners ; 


_"_ Repentunce. 
ed, that we aight more ſecurely-po on in = 

our fins; the only way to Nie atom 
zince, is to acknowledge the finfulneſs of 
fin, and: to'repent of our great fblly in 
committing it; ſuch a frame of 'Spirit 
bears ſome* proportion to the Holineſs of 
God, argues true Godly ſorrow, which 
worketh Evangelical Repentance unto 
Salvation. 2 Cor. 7. 10. | 


(4.) Legal Repentance is before Faith, 
without Fatth may never iſſue in faving 
Faith, as i Cai, Sal, fudaes, but Evan- 
pelical Repentance does alwayes accom- 
pany ſaving Faith ; and of this I am now 
to ſpeak under the ſecond head 3 fhew- 
ing you 


Secondly,” The nature of Evangelical 
| Repentance ;z whar it is inits firſt riſe and 
original 3 upon what 'tis founded 


It came in'with the Goſpel, @ Law 
never intended any ſuch thing, the finner 
was to be cut off: by Law, to die without 
Mercy, in the day thou eateſt thou ſhalt die, 
ſays the Law z wnleſs ye 'repers,” ſays the 
Goſpel; here is an exceprion” put in (in 
eaſe of repentanice ) againſt the 
wary Sentence ofthe Law. T fay reper- 
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A Difeourſe ' of Repentance. 
tance comes in with the Goſpel, 1 will put 
enmity, &c. Gen, 3. 15. Repentance riſes 
out of this Enmity. This ſeems to point 
particularly. at the Converſion of Ezve,who 
by Faith in the promiſed &Heſſrab ſhould 
turn againſt the Serpent, 1 will put enmi- 
ty between thee and the woman ; this wo- 
man, whom thou haſt deceived, ſhall be- 
come thy Encmy, and bring forth a ſeed 
that ſhall break thy head, thou ſhalt bruiſe 
his heel, but bis Death ſhall be thy over- 
throw. - Repentance is a Goſpel Privi- 
ledge purchaſed by Chriſt, 'tis an at of 
Grace in God to injoyn us Repentance, as 
his leaving men .in an impenitent harden- 
£d frame ts an/aQt of his Juſtice and Wrath. 
The Law in its Original Conſtitution,does 
not intend the amendment of the ſinner, 
but his utter” Deſtruction 53 the Law can 
kill the finner, but cannot mornfie the 
fin z Damnation makes no- man better, 
but udes him Eternally under fin and 
wratiWthe Jaſtice of God is not obliged 
to turn a finner from his ſins, but to tura 
him into Hell for his fins. ey 


That which. makes it a juſt and righte- 
ous: thing with God to forgive the fing of 
Believer, is -Chriſts Merits and his gwg 
Promiſe 3 'tis Juſtice inGod to make good. - 


. £2 + IY 21 
. * ['» Fe 
, p %- 4-0 4 + i 
m_ , Wh ts 


-* ,# -. 
—_ TT . 
= aked 
> 


4 -Difcviſe' of" Repentance. 
| his'own Promiſes,” Row. 3: 25,26, 2 Thef. 
x. 6, 7: he is-a debtor to his owt promile, 
he- cannot deny(himſelf,” 4 Ti. 2. 13.-he' 
owes the rejance of - hig?Promiſe to 
his Faithfulneſs and Truth 3 'tis an a& of 
Jaſtice to himſelf eo keep his Promiſe : 
God offers Mercy yes not becauſe 
they do repentybut that they may repent : 
Ry ntanceis-riot the Cauſe but the Efec: 
of Pardo, ;God always intends Pardon' 
to thoſe whom he cffeCtually calls to re- 
pentance 3.'he' gave no flch 'call to the 
Angels that fell z there was no Goſpel 
preached to-them. No fallen Angel was 
ſaved, becauſe 'no Ele&t Angel fell; *but 
there are many of Gods Ele& among the 
fallen Sens'/of (Adam to whotn promiſes' of 
Salvation were made upon their believing 
m Chriſt 3-this-being publiſhed to all ji 
the Goſpel, al-who hear the Goſpel do 
put in for their ſhare in this Salvation, and 
that they may Tender the attainment more 
ealie and feazable to them, they deny ab- 
folate Ele&ion;” bring in Univerſal Re- 
demprion, affert the hberty of Mans Wilt 
to believe: if he:pleaſe, and ſuppoſing it to 
be in their own power to believe, they 
conclude they may be ſaved as well as 0- 


ſecurity that is among common Profeſſors. 
be Hay- 


_— 
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thers, and: this is the ground of all that _ 


o1 
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Having ſpoken thus: much of Evangelical; =©| 
; Repentance.4s it imphes a real hatred of 13 
fin as- fin, and 2 real turhing to. God as *þ 


the chiefe(t from arinward change 
of nature —_ after the Image of 


God, I ſhal/now ſhewyon,: d «4 þ 


- 2s That ſack 2 Repentance can never. 
he wrought in any by the Law alone, the 
Goſpel bat a principal” batd-jn chis. | -.|- 


Why'not by the Ladd, 


Becauſe in the Law there ace Hot a > 4 
cient motives and inducemems:to Repen-' 
tance, nothing that encquragesta it, that: «þ 
renders it available to mans Szalvatian, the: 
law cannot. give life to a ſinner pon his 
repentance 3 the Goſpel-cag;' but the Law 
cannot, could. a man under the Law, Re- 
pent, ſuppoſe that ? What wanld he 
by it, he muſt to Hell after alk; the Law 
as a Covenarit of Works'does: not ſeek to 
bring a finner to Repentance,/bait to Pu- 
niſbment, the Law cannot give; Repent- 
ance unto Life, becauſe weanhot _ Lido 


upon our —__ 


You Gy then, is the Law againſt we 
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take Repentance . as 'tis a' juſt equitable 


. thing, as a holy diſpoſition of. mind; fo. 


the Law is not againſt it where ever it may 
be found, as it is not again(t any other 
at of Moral Righteouſneſs as fach that a 
man may do, and yet for all this 'twill 
condemn a man for his fin, and all. his 
righteouſneſs ſhall not be remembered , 
though the Law be not againſt Repen- 
tance, yet it will not accept of repentance 
as a ſatisfaction for palt ſins, bur the-Ga- 
{pel provides full fatisfaQion for the Law, 
and promiſes ſufficient and effeQual Grace 


to the.{inner to bring him to repentance; 


having reſcued him the Curſe of the 


Law, endbles him to walk worthy of the: 
bleſſing of the Goſpel, if-thoſe who. are. 


jaltified were not fanGified,. they would 


live to the ſcandal of the Goſpel. 
The Law cannot contradi&t is ſelf hav-. 


ing already pronounced a peremptory 
—_— of death-upon the ſinner, "tis im- 
pollible the Law fbould ever give repen- 
rance unto Life, the Law infiſts upon the 
Execution of its own Judgment, and will 
not be. atizfied till that be done, in this 


the Goſpel yields to the Law, to have! 
_ execution done upon man for fin, , and: 


pro- 
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A - Difeovrſe of Repentace. 
provides/a' man on purpoſe , - the miar 
Chriſt Jeſas,; who bore onr- ſins in his ows 
body upon the croſs. 


2. This Evangelical Repentance implies 
. real Sandification, but the Law ſanCtifies 
no man,” becauſe it can't convey its own 
Holineſsto another, can't alter the Nature 
of a Man, but only ſhew him what mif- 
chief his fin has done him, ſhews' him his 
fin in this or that inſtance, to his great 
terror, but if he happen to out-live thoſe 
terrors, and not die in the fit as Fxdas, his 
evil heart will encline him as ſtrongly to 
fin, as ever it did before his former Con- 
victions, they made him give a preſent 
ſtart backwards, but: he will quickly. re- 
cover himſelf, and return to his wretched 
courſe; he cannot ceaſe from ſm, though 
he know it diſpleaſes God- yet he likes it 
never the worſe for that, might he but 
eſcape the puniſhment, 'tis not the wrath 
of God in it/{cIf that he fears; but only as 
it goes forth in the penal effects of it 'a-- 
gainſt himſelf, elſe he could ſuffer God to 
be angry,and not. be troubled at it,where- 
as this goes moſt tothe hearr of a Child 
of God, that he has incurr'd his diſplea- 
ſure. There is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh be- 
cauſe of thine anger, Pſal. 38. 3. - The: Law-. 
alone 


4-Difeowſe of 'Repentanee. 


alone never-works any real Sandtification 


ina (inner ; /'tis indeed the-rule of .Judge- + 


ment, it judges us according to what we 
are, but cannot make us better. 


: | 4. Repentance 1s a turning unto God, 
but the Law gives no encoura to 
a {inner to turn to God, it holds forththe 
Wrath of God againſt - him,' that makes 
him- run from the preſence of an an 
God and hide himſelf as .Adam did, how 
can dry ſtubble ſtand before a conſuming 
Fire, but God out of Chriſt is a conſym- 
ing Fire-to a inner, he dares not come 
near him. ' 


5. The law by it ſelf can't work a favs 
ing Conviction 'tis very Inſtrumental /in 
eonjundion with the Goſpel to do this; 
but of it ſelf it cannot. _ Saving Convty 
Qion.is of the-effence of Evangelical Re- 
pentance. 


Saving Conviction hath theſe four pro 
perties, 


& I-[t apprehends upon Scripture grounds | 


a poſlibility of a ſinners Salvation, and 
not only ſo, but a fair probability 'of it 
upon-the due-uſe of thoſe means Rp” 
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4-DifooniyJe of Reprtance. 
edby God in order thereumo; and leads 
om the ſinner to ſeek relief in Chriſt, an- 
der ſome hope of obtaining it. 

2. It works a hatred of fin as fin,ftrong- 
ly inclines and diſpoſes the heart of a.fin- 
ner to break off from his fmms, arnd-t6 be- 
take himſelf to a ſtri& courfe of Holineſs: 
God offers Grace to finners, beeauſet he 
intends to give Faith and Repernance to 


- as many as are ordained eto Life, Faith 


inclmes us to beg Repentance, diſpoſcs us 
wo lies open the foulne of fir fo plains 
convincingly that we cannot but 
_—_ of it, nnder ſuch a ſaving Con- 
viction as Faith tt in us, I call it a 
Convittion,' becauſe ik puts us up- 
on the diligent ufe of all means tending to 
Salvation $5 a man isfo convinced that he 
cannot reſt till he kas found oat an cffeQn- 
a} retnedy to cure ſo deadly a diſeaſe, no- 
thing will fatisfie him but Chriſt, we ſee 
not all that is in fin; till we ſee arr abfo- 
toce neceflity of Chrift to fave ns from it: 
Here is a deep diſcovery of fin indeed; 
when we know nothing but the Blood of 
Chrift can take it away 3; Behold the Lamb 
of God, Kc. a Sacrifice of Gods provid- 


jon pR > Sheep and Lambs 


Mans procuring will never expiate ws | 
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A Diſcawſe of Repent ate... | 97 £ 
nothing that is among men can do it, ' but 4 
God 'has' a Lamb, cheridhed:16) bis qwn 
boſom from Eternity, this Lamb =— 
ſlain to take away the fins of the World; 
'tis' very aftonithing to think what :God 
parted with from bameff to Gatisfie his own 


Juftice ; his Attributes -conffire together 


— 


to heighten and advance cach other 3-n- 
fine Grace lays out ic ſelf to fatisfe/in- 
finite Juſtice, and ſatisfied Juſtice . gives 
way to mfinite Grace vo glortfe it lelf in 
mans free/Redemption. * 


2: Ir convinces us not only of partiow- 
lar.fins, but of the general Corruptioniot 
-our 'Nature, 'cis by a Divine fapernatueal 
Light that we diſcern this, . we have afect- 
ing of it m-our ſelves," from an inward 
Prncple of a higher Life raiſed up inas 
by the -powes of God m our Regeneta- 
-tion, which will not ſuffer us to walk any 
more after the fleſh, we cry and complain 
.of that pronenefs that is wn us to evil; © 
. wretched man that 1 aw, &c. Rew. 7, No 
-amconverted man is brought in complain-!. 
jag of the:Corruptioa ct his'Nature, only 
| David, and *Panl,and fuch like, burnone 
le. When we look upon the old man 
\\with the eyes of the new,. we ſee that de- 


- —-{formity that never appeared to us before. 
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| 4. It Conwvitices us not only of the ſe- 


| 4-Difmaſs'f Repontace. | 


*, 


yerity of the Law, in puniſhing, but alſo 
of the Holineſs of ' the Law in all its; juſt 
and reaſonable Commands ; . Rez. 7. 12. 
This is a main: difference between Legal 
and Evangelical Repentance, that Convi- 
Qion and Senſe that is in a Legal Repen- 
tance of the Holineſs of the: Law, is. very 
ſmall, next to none at all, ang that which 
is, proceeds chiefly from the . remainders 
of light in all natural Men, left on -pur- 
poſe in the Conſcience, that. all reverence 
af God and his Law might' not be quite 


aſt off, and ſomething of this may now 


and then appearaunder ſtrong legal Con- 
yictions of -fin, as in J»dzs, but all this 
never begets any. true love to Holineſs, 
for ſtill they go. on in their 60s and have 
-pleaſure in. them that do ſo, Rom. 1; 32. 
which is a great.demonſtration. of the ab- 
ſolute Dominion (in has over fallen man, 
'in:carrying /bim-.on not only againſt the 


known Law of God written 1n the Word,,....- 
-but againſt all the natural Notzons of the!.” 
'Law written in; his ewn heart, nothing!” 
.can hold him in; be deſpiſes God and aiap 
[and his own Conſcience, he will not be 
-Law to himſclf. 
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Legal Conwidtiens ſy ſhore. Lo 
theſe properties of furing Conv tien, |. 


Legal Conyidtions are cither fach/as arc 
antecedene to the Commiſſinn, of Sin; or 


ſuch as follow uponit, which.are: Proger 


ly called Convictions. 


Conyidtions ———__ to (in, are all 
one with the knowledge of - the Law, by 
'which + we- underſtand © what is [morally 
good or evil init ſelf 3 what is fin, and 
what is not,' Adam and Eve in innoceney 
were under this Conviction, they knew 
what God had: forbidden, viz.:to eat of 
the Tree of Knowledge of good and eva, 
and that to cat of it in oppofnrion'to Gads 
expreſs command to the contrary, was 8 
high a@ of Diſobedience, to be puniſhed 
with Death, but by the ſubtiley of the 
Devil they yielded to the Tempration, 
and did eat ; if their perfect knowledge 
of the Law could not keep them in Inno» 
cency, from alkog, how can we expe 
that our imperfe&t knowledge of the Law 
from any Convictions of thatkind, which 
we may be under ſhould keep us. | 


And for thoſe legal Convittipng- ſubſe- 
guenr to the commiſſion of fin, by which 
0 Y we 


ve A Diſctarſe of Repentabice; 
we Re theo of evr 'own' ations, 
and know owr (elves tobe T reflots 
of a holy righteous Law, they fall ſhort 
if Ml the forementioned properties of | 
ſeving Conviction, they leave us withour J. 
Hope of Mercy, wotk no renovation of 
nature in us, they may- diftueb us inthe 
reſent a&t of fin, -and terrifie us much a- 
Coat that, laying ſome' preſent reſtraint 
upon us, but 'they work no real Refor- 
Merion id us,” Judas was in great horror of 
Conſcience for betraying his Maſter, was 
each troubled that he ſhould have a hand 
Wi ſhedding innocent blood : and yet un- 
derthe light and power of this Convidti- 
Shi how evil it was to Mutder another, he C 
Gangs bimlch, which was as contrary to '4* 
Laws killing another:T ſpeak this rofhew 
how legal conviftions may burry a rrumh, 
fem one fin'to another, bur they never 
Jead Himthto a conſtant ſerled way of true 
Holineſs, whenee I infer that Convictions 
Purely Tegal will never work Repentanbe 
ufito Life, 


' How Repentance unto Life is wrought 
by the Gofpel. 


- Becauſe God hath appointed the Go- 
Tpel to be the means of Repentance, Lak, 
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A Diſcourſe 'of Repentance. 
24- 47. Mow. 16. 25, 26. to the '0 
Har wat: as Juſtice 4 is glorj $1 
the Damnation of an impenitent ſinner, 


& Grace is glorified in his/Converfion'; | 


Evangelical Repentanee is from a Diſco- 


very of Gods Love and Free Graee :' Hi 


goadneſs leads 9 to Repentance, Row. 5. 

2 *Pet. 3. 9. *Pſal. 130. 4 A true Pe 
tent fears leaſt he _ whe ES 
and come ſhort of it, he 

good News of the Golpelbegins te to ki ” 
his head in ſome expectation of a b 
Redemption, he (ſerves God | chearfully 
being perfwaded chat his Duties and-Ser- 
vices will be my ing to him and accep Wy” 
by him for Chriſts ſake, Pal. 130.4 

6. x, 2. @ſence of love/aridmerey quicken 

up a drooping trembhng finer to return 
unto God, the Prodigal remembred what 
2 kind Father he had, Lak, 15. 18. 'twas 
Pazls Argument, Row: 122,” x 2 Cor.5!'r. 
'Tis a fad thing that the Grace of the Go- 
ſpel which is intended 40 keep men from 
Deſpair, ſhould by ſome-be-made an en- 
. couragement to preſumption, God forbid 
we ſhould cominue in bin Becanſe TIY 
abounds. | 


2, The Grace of the Golpeli isNot« 
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4. Diſcomſe »bf Repentatee. 
nature a fit means xo work repentance, 
uited and adapted Sabar end, the good- 
neſs of God leads us'to repentance, -the 
Schoolmen tell us that amor eſt congrega- 
FHiow, and they:;give this reaſon for it, be- 
Faulſe it does congregate and gather in 
our roving ſcattered thoughts from thoſe 
various leſſer ObjeQs after which they go, 
fixing our Minds upon God, the only foul 
lausfying , Objet. Love: is/ conciliative, 
when God doth through Faith-;leCih any 
ſenſe of his intended grace towards {inners, 
the heart melts under it, a finner does nat 
repent that he may bdlieve, but becauſe 
he does believe, ſomething of the Love 
of God to finners in Chriſt}Jeſus, ſome 
iokling of this is. come to his ear, hath 
rouched his very "heart, before. ever he 
ſets upon repentance,and naw be can hold 
no.longer, the. love of Chriſt conſtrains 
him, great is the;power of Love, when, it 
mimends it. {elf to us in ſome ſignal ex- 
;-prefitions of kindneſs to our: viſible adyari- 
zage and benefit. bl | 


--3: Becauſe Chriſt gives xepentance, A&. 
5. 31- he purchaſed this and all other 
graces for us, by dying for us,he not only 

ined pardon of Sin in-oQr Juſtificati- 


obtained par | 
Ns, hur all joberent Graces, 3p. the Saints 
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ag 40g a ſinner to lite, are all ſaperiatorab; 
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4-Difeourſs bf RepoitInte. 
come from Chriit, he procured them for 
-us, he works them in us, his ſufferings be- 
4ng:not only fatisfatory for ſin, butmert- 
totious of grace ro he beſtowed'upon us, 
though the Law can't ſanRiify: a ſinner yet 
'Chrilt can, and 'ris an at of ſpecial-grace 
rowards us when he doth, bur hewill firſ 
'ſatisfie the Law and Juſtice of God; that 
:being brought under grace by our tree Ju- 
-Ftification, we may anſwer to*the Law of 
grace 19 our ſandtification,denying all Un- 
godlinesand Worldly Luſts,living ſoberly 
and righteouſly here below as the redeem- 
ed:oF the Lord ought to do; the Law com- 
mands perfe&t Obedience, but-in caſe of 
Failure, the Gofpel Promiſes Faith and 
Repentance, Zach. 12. 10. AGs 11. 18. 
| | of ot 41] 

> *4+ Becauſe God': hath: anriexed a/quick- 
ning Spirit tothe Goſpel, / to make” way 
for his Grace, and to give it a prevailing 
-efficacy in the 'Hearts of men, they are 
drawn by the loving kindneſs of God, 
-and cannor-refiſt. it, the Spirit: openis-the 
Myſtery of the Love .of Go:/jn - Chriſt, 
and fo charmsthe Soul with it;that ir is im- 
-polkble ro withſtand the allaremegits'of it. 


11/053 Becauſe theways and means of bring- 
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Tis locks firſt prodution of Re- 
.pentance,..and 40 all the ſubſequent ads of 


in. the firſt prodndion of Repentanoe 
if you cankider how this was wrought by 
 Jolbms Miniry, Mat.:g. and Lak. 3. thete 
ao things'will evidently appear. 


{1 3+ id {1% 
Firſt, That Repentance alwayes preſap- 
poſes Faith. 
- Secondly, That Repentance- riſes-out 
of Faith. \And how ! £57 78” QUI 
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Join brag in arcing ame 1 
- rt he Argument| he uſes is 
—_—_— this, God i is inclined to Pardon 


you, therefore Repent : I come as a fore» 


rarmer to prepare the p_—_ ogra: hve. 


ing you the firſtnewes 
grace and favourtowards you, [nighe 
renand mothfy your bearts and you 
to a ready thanktul acceptance gt-Chrilt, 
this offer of Grace us calicod che'Kingdom 
of Heaven becaule i is inclnfave of all the 
kuppine& that Heaven can afford: all good 
comes along with Pardoning Grace, Liee 
fays John, you are all tying under che fad 
damning circumſtances of your own fins, 
in a very woful mifcrable condinipn, com- 
d about with Hetl and Death; awirh 
Y2Fror and darkneſs, all chings round ia- 
bout you, look very black 7and>difmnal,” [ 
am come 20 put pou intoga'beter tate, wo 
offer you a Kingdom, whith-wili hovtly 


e's per Spc; you, Heavenit elf 'is come 
10/ after you'w lend-2 helping hand 
toift pow en afihi oribloBir, belick 
it fhat'its mourch” upon pan; fee} thar 
© not this grace;cthat!you' pm not 


you-.: 


2O6 


A 


A" Difcanrſe of \Repentance. 

= —_ of the' Goſpel, -leaſt you 
ves  unwonrthy: of Eternal 
_ as At 13: 46. 46.5It Will as plain+ 
by appear whe io, as if it had been fo de- 
in open Court, -upon a fair" heafe 
ang of your Cauſe, .if Heaven and Earth 
were to'{it:in. Judgment upon you, they 
xould -conclude you moft- unworthy: of 
Everlaſting Life, and by putting the word 
from you,! you-have in effe& paſſed this 
judgemett upon your ſelves, or you have 
done thagnow which yourownConſciences 
will ſo interpret at the laſt day, they will 
4hen tellyou you might have had life and 
pardon, :but would not. you would not 
came to:Chriſt that you might have life, 
therefore your damnation is juſt, you de- 
ſervedly periſh,& maythank your ſelves for 
it,bow:ſpecchleſs will finvers bethen: as to 
#emain'inimpenitency under the outward 
Light of the-Goſpel, does argue the height 
vf unbelid&fato'be brought to Repentanet 
WH the —_— of the Goſpel Gs Ne- 
aith in the Goſpel, 'ris 

Gor _— a Tender of 'Grace ſhould 
work Repentance till-'tis believed, 'tis of 
mo-force,; makes no impreſſion upon 'the 
Mindiof #Mani-wall then, cherefore, Faith 
avylt be-preſuppaſed, I make 3t our thus,. 
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the doing of a'thing, muſt be firſt under- 
ſtood, received and believed; before the 
thing : can. be 'done upon: that: motive 2 
there. 1s inthe Goſpel a general offer of 
Mercy to finners;. this proves an effeQuab 
means to. bepet Faith in all chat art. or- 
dained unto: life, upon their-+believing 
this: general offer of Grace, their hears 
begin to melt under. it, - and fome-inclina- 
tion to -Repentance is wrought -1n-them, 
this. Faith -and this Repentance wrought 
vi a more general way at- firſt, \do: fogar 
them(clves into more particular and'diſtin& 
as afterwards, thus the principles of : the 
Dodtrine of Chriſt, viz. Repentance from 
dead works and Faith towards God are: 
_ laid, _ en there :is (mc he light 
and power of theſe principles) :a:going on 
unto perfection, Heb. 6. 1: Gu ER Faith 
1s a mare general Faith, and fo is our firſt 
Repentance, rather an inclination: and 
tendency .to. believe and repent; then 
actual Faith, or atual Repentance, Our 
firſt Faith wrought in us upon the general 
propoſal of Goſpel Grace, contains/'ir it 
a: ſaving Conviftion of Sin, - 'tis : impo{; 
{ible to receive grace withourit,/ grace 
is nothing to us, of no lignification ta-ug 
but as it gives relief againſt fin, which:we 
muſt have ſome ſenſe of, beforeweripply 


. ar; {elves to the grace of God for Par- 


. don, 


4 Diſamſe'of Repitiked. = as = 


A Difeoue of Repentance. 

don, we'muſt ſee fomething in our ſelves 
that wants a pardon, and which we ave 
En an forfake in Cafe 
of 2 pardon, Repencance is as' true” an 
effect of Faith, x” Panden and Comfort, 
06 re a ſinner to Chriſt aader 
ardon, and then bufics it 
"IT Repentance, in order 10/2 
of Pardon. The 
nin me hoſe of Goel Grace t 
__— and affects the heart with it; 
defireable, as a very feafonable 
offer, no means to be flighted, the 
Soul begin to be taken with it, conceives 
py and this is the begin- 
jo of Fach aith, and with our firſt Faith 
Light comes in giving us ſome Goſpel 
Convidtion of fin m arder to Repentance, 
I call ita Goſpe} Convittion, becauſe it is 
Inns of the Goſpel, all-af- 
of Faith and Repentance have 
their. riſe from this firſt work, which 

brings me to the ſecond Point, viz. 


bom Faith was only jorned with 
epentance in the firſt production of it, 
as has been ſhewed, but in all the ſabſe- 
quene ads of it ever after 3 which I make 
out thus. Faith and Repentance doicon- 
ftantly refer to each ocher in their ſeveral 
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atings, Faith | ro Reperitanee, and Re- 
pentance to Faith ; . he that believes, re- 
becauſe he believes, and he that re- 
believes becauſe he repents, #. 6 as 
Faith is the cane of Reperitance, fo Re- 
is the reaſon of every 
a(t of Fanh pur forth wpou Chriſt for Pag- 
don, tis iewpoſtible co make tip the ful ſexs 
of an a&t of Fanh on our purtif you ſerch 
not the reaſon of it from Repemance:Why 
do we go to the Phyfitian, is it nor be 
cauſe- we-are fick, weary and faint ready 
to dic of fach a Diſeaſe - So why dots = 
weary Soul-cottie to Chriſt, is it nor 'to 
be eaſed of his Burdei? that infapporta- 
ble burden of fin that is ready to fk 
him into Hell. 
If Faith and Repentance be thus always 
together, does ie not follow that 


. we are juſtified by our Repenrance as 


well as by Fairh 2 I Anfwer, No. Though 
we are nct ſaved without Repentance, it 


does not therefore follow that we are ju- 


ftified by our Repenrance z but fore to 
muke good this Afſertion have coyned 

Rbete diftiofiions relatingto both. 
Before I give a- particular reply eo lijs, 
ter me ay fomething in general, Religiost 


may be conſidered, either in its primiive- 
purity and ſimplicity, asit was laid down 
SD 4+ in 
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A :Difcourſe of Repentante. 
in the Fundamental Principles of it, - by 
Chriſt and bis Apoſtles. 


Or as it -has ſince been drawn through \ 
the various Diſcourſes, Reaſonings 2nd 
Writings of Men for ſo many Centuries 
paſt, this has fo much overcharged Reli- 
gion with ſo-many nice diſtinQions,* in» 
tricate queſtions, -and endleſs diſputes;that 
it ſeems to be-quite another thing then it 
was in the Apoſtles dayes : The beſt-way 
is to return to the primitive ftmplicity of 
the Goſpel, eſpecially in judging of -Fun- 
damentals, which are plainly and clearly 
laid down there in Terms, very intelli- 
gible. | | 


Though Faith be the Gift of God, and q 
is given of meer Grace but to a few, yet 
all who live under the Light of the Goſpel 
may know what they ought to 'be- 
lieve, which will render their unbelief 
more inexcuſable;; did wedwell more up- 
on what is plainly revealed .as fundamen- 
tally neceſſary to Salyation, we ſhotld 
better diſcern, by the light of thoſe Fun- 
damentals, the-juſt conſequences of them, 
in any deductions from them, which may 
not be ſo particularly and expreſly ſpok 
unto 1N -SCripture. FM 
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4 Diſcourſe of Repertace: 


But now to anſwer the query: whether. 
we may not be ſaid to be juſtified by our. 


Repentance, as well as by Faith, finee 


we are not ſaved without Repentance# | - 


Anſw* There is a- gfeat: deal of diffe- 


rence between Juſtification and Salvation, 


Salvation includes all qualifications be- 


longing to- that ftate, Juſtification lets us. 


into that ſtate;' gives us right to Life from 
whence fpring all Qualifications becons-' 
ing that Life, Beſides, Saving Gracesare* 
ſo called, not that they are the Cauſes of 
Salvation, but becaufe they accompany 
it, we cannot be ſaved without them, 
Faith it (elf as a Grace inherent in us; is 
no meritorious Cauſe of our Juſtification 5 
is that whicty-carries us out of our {elves 
to Chriſt for. Righteouſneſs -upon the. ac- 
count of which we are juſtified m the fight 
of God, when we ſay we are juſtified by 


Faith, we don't mean we are juſtified by 


any thing in our ſelves, we'can't uhder-- 
ſtand ir ſo, bur the contrary, that we muſt 
be beholding to Chriſt for all. . He that: 


receives all from another, gives nothing” 


to himſelf, he does indeed apply to him-- - 
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lf, 40 his own"uſe and benefit, what is" 
ffeely given to him; by another; -but" hes 


cannot in any'propriety of Speech beſid; 
to aſcribe any thing to himſelf, or ta'owe; 
| H himſelf 


| 
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| A Diſcourſe of Repmitanice. ' 


himſelf thanks for what he receives from 
another : Faith in its juſtifying a& does 
not look to it (elf as our grace, but unto 
Chriſt as our Righteouſneſs, the inherent 

of Faith is not our juſtifying Righ- 
teoalnes, though it lead us outto him who 
is5 Faith is the hand, but Chriſt is the 
giſt 3 nay the hand it Gelf is the gift of 

as well as that which is put into it : 
God gives us not only what we believe, 
but he gives us to believe ; the babit and 
at of faith are both from God, that 
he that glories may glory in the Lord on- 
ly: And if it be ſo with faith,if that be (hut 
out from being any part of our juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs, 'twill hold true much more 
19 all other ſaving graces that ſpring from 
faith, whether Hope, Love, -Fear, Re- 
pemance, &c. Repentance proves our 
Faith to be ſaying, fuch a faith as gives 
us an Intereſt in Chriſt, faich adds no- 
thing to the Righteouſneſs of Chrilt, but 
apphes it as it ts, it only gives us an In- 
tereſt in it, and makes it ours by vertue 
of the Promiſe tendring it to us, by ' re- 
ceiving the Promiſe we have a ſure inte- 
reſt in the thing promiſed, and may ever 
akter count it our own, and if we are not 
jaſtified by our graces themſelves, much 


leſs by our good works, which are the. , 
a fruits. .* kw 
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fruits and iffuev#oF them, we muſt reſblve- 

alt- our graces into: faich, and fhidy it If 

into Chrift and: his Righteouſhels 'before- 

- wo can be clear m'the mairer of onr Jaſti- 
tion. 


4. The reat diſtin&tion/ thavis beyweer 
them-norwithſianding this'neveſlary- Gon- 
nection.' 


. Faith and Repentanee are Hoquenty 
joyned together im Seriptare; and fotnec 
rimes cach-of them fingly-par for the whole 
work of Converfton, and then they do 
alwayes include eactrother, and imply 'the 
whole work of grace in the Soul, as Luk, 
tf Thong icy connod by Gpamatt 
x ey- cannot 
yer they may: be diſtinguiſhed, net' othyi 
nominally but really-; they-are ſpoken-of 
CAT. 20. 21.) as two diſtin things, as 
Faith and Hope are infeparable; . yet ewe 
Hſtint Graces; ſo 'tis with Fait-atid'Re- 


pentanee, they-grow together as different 
Branches fame Roor thax' bears 


and feeds: they: are the tw& 
VitaF Co ' parts of a Chriftiary; 
which hayg/therr diſtin&t Offices ane ine 
fluences: Repenrance is the fame-ity Prints 


cipte with _— _—_ they receive 
different 


prove EF”. 
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4 Diſeomrfeof Repentance. 
different denominations, from the diffe-. 
rent objects and occaſions about. which 
they a&-: A principle of Grace is that im- 
mortal Seed, or that Spirit that is born of 
the Spirit 3 the fruits of the Spirit are not 
the Spirit it ſelf, but A produced 
by him 3/ all, Graces are the fruits of the 
Spicit-and: are ſpecified by their different 

jets : All Graces are but ſo many ex- 
preflions of that holy Diſpoſition, that 
1s wrought in us-by the Holy Ghoſt. To 
Repent of. Sin is as true Holineſs as not to 
fin at all 3 a fianer has no other way to 

his Love to Holineſs, than by a 
declared Hatred of his Sins. 


They differ in their Obje&ts, faith as 


jaſtifping, hath Chriſts Righteouſneſs for 
wa Obit Repentance hy mans unrigh- 


| for its Objet ; as Faith aGts up- 
on Chriſt for an Intereſt in his Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſo Repentance ats towards God, 


acknowledging our own 
tg _— Uarighteouſnels 


ailing it, we 


"» 


af Diſcourſe of Repentiaice. 
alicnated from the life of God; Col. 4;18; 
This Enmity againſt God and alienation 
from him, is removed by/*Repentance't 
Faith works upwards to appeaſe '.Oods 
Wrath, by holding ' up: the: Blood: of 
Chriſt ; Repentance works downwards 
upon our ſelves, changing our Minds: tos 
wards God, that we may be conformable 
to his Will,” and rebel no. more againſt 
him. Beſides, 1 
All Graces do not imploy, at leaſt e« 
qually, the ſame AﬀeCtions, there is more 
Jjoy and hope in Faith, more ſorrow:and 
tear- in Repentance 3 faith lifts up and 


comforts a guilty {inner upon one-account, 


Repentance humbles him" and lays him 
low: upon another account,” filling him 
with godly ſorrow for his fins. 4 


5. Reafons why the Profeſſors of this 


Age who are ſo much for Faith do:mind ©. 
Repentance fo little, are fo ſeldom found 


in the Exerciſe o it, - 1 to o9%0" 
$33 7 | 13 £1. D3TEAINGT 
x-. Becauſe they ireſt i1igenerat Noti- 
ons of Faith;and of Juſtification by-Grace 
tbrough Chriſt5'they fay th e faith, 
and think this will ſave 7 - we! may 
have right notions of faitty iryoor”Heads| 
and yet'be under noe real aftingy of ifaich 
Js H 3 in 
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A DiſcomJe of Repentance. 
if our Hearts z we may be 'Quthodax in 
our Jadgements, ſound intherldoftrine of 
Faith, and yetibe frrangers wo the Grace 
of Faith z -we way hold the Trurh, dif 
pute for it, preach /it up, maintain at in 
our Diſcourſcs, as our Qpinioen, and 'yet 


be rateen at Heart for'all this, under the . 


power of unbclicft, if you know theſe 
things happy arc yef ye x thera. Fairh 
muſt be done as well as talked-of, :it muſt 
be really ated by us in our own caſe, 
Ts not the dodtrine of faith, but your 
faith an ar.according to that dodtrine, that 
faves pou, the juft thall live by has own 
fanh, the dodtrage of faith is an external 
laid down in the letter of the word, 
EG 


LO. — & meyrntngrowpdrarmc- 
Knowledge of the doQuine of faith | as 
= letter of the word, ano» 
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xeturn to'it again : but becauſe you have 
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4 Difeourſe of Repentance. 
and freeze under our notions of fire, but 


we cannot ſtand before fire it ſelf and:not 


be warmed by it, were there more” real 
faith 3 I mean of the grace of fait 

profeiſors, there would be more Repen- 
tance, let us not flatter our ſelves in the 
good opinion we have of our faith, and 
of our ſuppoſed Intereſt in Chriſt, 'ris all 
falſe, our faith is vain, and we are yet in 
our (ins, if Repentance do not accompany 
our faith : The viſible negle& of Repen- 
tance in the Profeſſors of this age, has 
brought a reproach upon the dodrine of 
faith, and cauſed it to be evil fpoken of, 
that faith that does not ſandifie, will ne- 
ver juſtifie, and without Repentance there 
can be no Sandification - not that/ we 
make Repentance any: Meritorious Cauſe 
of Pardon, or that it is to be reſted in as 
any fatisfaQion for fin, only we affirmthar 
juſtifying faith alwayes ' works Repen- 
tance. | 


2. Becauſe they reſt in a general Re- | 


pentance, which they . took. up at their 
firſt Converſion, and that: maft. ſerve all 
their lives long, 'us enough they bave 
once —— work 1s: over, they 
have done, with it now, and: care/nor'ts 
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A Difconrſe'of Repentance. 
once. repented, . you muſt always repent, 
you entred into Covenant with: God: for 
your whole lives, to repent of every: fin 

ou ſhould fall- into, -and ſhall we begin 
1n the Spirit and end in'the Fleſh. 


3- Becauſe they have long ſince re- 
formed what was amiſs in their Lives, and 
refrained from the outward atts of thoſe 
fins they lived in heretofore, all this may 
be without any true Repentance, you ſay 
you have forſaken your fins that is a groſs 
miſtake, for till you repent of them you 
have not forſaken them in Gods account, 
but /are-ſ(till looked upon as thoſe who 
juſtifie your ſelves in thoſe very fins, if nor 
why don't: you repent of them, : you al» 
wayes abide under the guilt of that fin 
Which you have not repented of, the 
ova of the heart to God, can neyer 

he without —_—_—_— 3 ill then'you 
nc retain the good opinion you had of 

our fins, your heart is ſet upon them 
ſtill, nothing: but Repentance turns the 
heart another way.  There:can be no real 
Reformation-of Life, without a charige 
of Heart ; Men: may for a ſpurt force 
themſelves to an outward Courſe of Holi- 
nels, but they can never hold it, the heart 
| 36 2 ts own -way, and carry the: F> 
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A Diſcourſe of Repentance. 

after it, nothing bur-repentance makes a 
man a better 'man than he was before 3 a 
man is the ſame 'that ever he was 'till he 
repents, then :jndeed he is another man, 
of another Mind, © * © 


4. Becauſe they reckon all their parti- 
cular fins among their Infirmities, and 
therefore a {light Repentance will ſerve 
the turn, they think they will be patdon- 
ed of Courſe to them, without any more 
ado, | | 


I look uponitas a great Error, to hold 
thar all fins committed in a ſtate-of Grace 
are fins of Infirmity 5 Saints themſelves 
may be guilty of wilful prefumptuous 
fins, and when they are, they: muſt not 
think to: ſhift them off as common Infir- 
mities. © I grant, thoſe grofſer a&sof in, 


| that a Saint may be ſurprized /into,: do 


argue an infirm imperfett ſtate; rheir ſtare 
may 'be good though imperfe&t, there 
may be ſome good thing in their:Hearts 
toward God, when they falb foul as 'Na- 
wid:and "Peter did ;' but I am not''nowr 
inquiring what is1n their hearts, but what 


s-1n thoſe grofler/atts of ſin, viz. Murdery 


Adultery, andthe: like 3 I fay thefevis 
hothiog but Evil in them, they :dr&all 
f} - over 


uy, 
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A Difcourſe of Repentance. 
over and throughout ſinful 5 now, what 
is morally evil and (inful in its own nature 


cannot properly be cajled a fin of Infirmi- - 


becauſe an. Iofirmity in the true No-+ 
tion of it, is the deficiency of a good Atti- 
on, 'tis not ſo good as it ſhould be, ab- 
ſolutely evil in it (fclf it is' not, ». g, a 
Child of God prayes but not ſo fervent- 
ly as he ſhould, he hears the Word, but 
not {o attentively as he ſhould ; he be- 
heves in Chriſt,but not ſo firmly, ſo ſtrong- 
\ ly, ſoſtedfaſtly as he would, this is his [n- 
-firmity, here the ation it ſelf, or the thing 
done, 1s for the ſubſtance and matter of it 
good in it (elf, what God has command- 
ed, but when we do that which is mate- 
rially Evil in its own nature, and forbid- 
mp _ this is more than an Infirmi- 
ty, the whole aqyon is naught 3 'tis not 
a weak ation, on wicked one. He 
that is an infirm man, is a living man's a 
dead man is more than infirm, he has no 
life at all in him that is capable of jofirms- 
ty, if a Child of God ſhould ſwear; be 
Drunk, or commit Whoredom, &c. 1 
would'not ſay as ſome: do, Oh the Infir+ 
mities of the: Saints, but-I wouſd fay ob 
the Wickedneſs,the Leudnefs of the Saints; 
you-think theſe hard words, hard things 
+ muſt have hard words, they that cove 


_— 


ſhall hear well, and they that do uf muſt 
hear 01] : 'Smis.not rhe eſs Ganful becauſe a 
Godly Man commits = CT 
grearer Aggravations in him, in- a00- 
therz there may be ſome good thing -m 
hits heart, but there is nothang in theſe 
finful a&s but what is morally Evil and 
abominably wicked. This fhould awaken 
us to 'Repentance, are thexe not fins even 
movng us againſt the Lord our God ? 


6. The Applicatiov. 
Repentance being the plaimeſt and ſar- 


et Evidence of Saving Faith, let us be 
mach im che exercare of this Grace » We 


ing for che ſame (in; Repentance may 


have its perfet work, in veference tO 
ſome particular fn, which God has (uffi- 


new fin diſturb our reſt, 
pentance isto be renewed : 
I'don't mean common unavoidable Infr- 
WE mities, 
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4 ſe of Repentance. 
mitics, but {ome grofſer wilful Miſcarri- 
age : We ought to be-humbled under 
” ourlnfirmities, to confeſs them, and fo to 
paſs on by a preſent aG of Faith, into. our 
wonted ſcrenity and peace of Conſcience 
not doubting but God will overlook them 
for Chriſts ſake. Faith is not ſo pur to it, 
does not Jabour ſa much to take in the, 
pardon of them, as it does and muſt:do 
to obtain the pardon of groſler (1ns, which 
put the Soul at a greater diſtance from 
God, then common Infirmities do, which 
are pardoned of Courſe to Believers upon 
their humble acknowledgement of them, 
but in caſe of any particular wilful fin, we 
muſt renew our Repentance in a more 
folemn manner, and affli& our ſouls for 
it, -how long God may keep us mourning, 
before he reſtore to us the joy of our Sal- 
vation, muſt be left to him who knowes 
when to adminiſter comfort to us, in the 
fitteſt ſeaſon : When we-are about this 
work, 'tis good to reflet upon former 
fins already pardoned, there finfulnefsap- 
pears thorow the Pardon. - We may' join 
our old ſcores to this new reckoning, and 
carry 'over- all to the prefent Account, 
that having the ſum Total before us, we 
may bewail the- late addition; we have 
made to'it ': When we ſee how high it 


A Diſcourſe of Repentance, 
riſes; every new offence. receives an ag- 
ravation, from ſo many that went before, 
tis ſome Extenuation of a Fault toſay, 'tis 
the firſt time 3 but frequent relapſes into 
the ſame fin do heighten the guilt, off jt, 
and in ſuch Caſes there is nothing; but Re-, 


penting, or periſhing, 


The more you are in the Exerciſe of 
| this Grace of Repentance, the leſs incli- 
nable will you be to any fin : I am per-. 
ſwaded-were the Devil ſure, you would- 
Repent, he would: pot be ſo forward. to. 
Tempt you to any. fin, nothing. does ſo. 
enrage the Devil, as the Repentance- of 
the Saints, could he keep them always in; 
that Mind,they are in,in the hour of a pre- 
vatling Temptation, he might Glory over 
them, but when they come to themſelves, 
and conſider better of it, how do they 
inveigh againſt the Tempter,and cry down 
the fin as an abominable Practiſe, and 
what does the Devil get by this, he-loſes 
more by their Repentatce then ever he 
got - their Sin, he is laid open as an 


Impo 


is joy in Heaven at the Converſion of a 
Sinner, 


or, as a Deceiver 3 the Repentance - 
of the Saints is the greateſt Torment to the - 
Devil before his time that can bez as there 
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Hamer; Otbercis no final} ſorrow ire Helf 
upon the fame Account. 


You cannot Hononr God more than by 
vindy-- 
giving 


of God more aſhamed of ſin, the 
of the World wonld glory leſs in 
it, they would begin ro bluſh with you, 
and hang down their heads for dbing der 
which'is f& openly decry'd by all good' 
mens are atly waming in the 
— of their Repentance, if 
you did mourn for fin more, others would 
rejoyce m it lebs. 
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